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The judicious and impartial | 


R E A D E. R. 


OWN it may julliy be ſaid unto me, with . 

ſpect to my knowledge and experience in reli 3 - . Z A 

on, when compared with Mr Monerieff, that 1 | 
am but a youth, and he has been a man "of war 8 
in the church from his youth: alſo in i 
of his learning and knowledge in the ſcriprures, X 4 ; 
know only as it were the baptiſm of John, and ha - #54 
need to be taught the word and way of the Lord 33 
more perfectly. 9 

Some are of opinion, that this Letter to Abeg C 
deen ſhould receive ſuch an anſwer as Hezekiah's aps — 
pointed to be given, Iſa. xxxvi. 21. that is, nd 3 
ſwer at all, But as I deſire not to count the author 5 * 
an enemy, ſo I purpoſe to intreat him as'a fache 8 1 
1 Tim. v. i. * Rebuke not an elder, but intreat mm 1 
* as a father; 2 Theſſ. iii. 15. £ Yet count him not 3 3 
© as an enemy, but admoniſti him as a brother.“ N mM ES: 
And as the elders who rule well are to be — 8 
worthy of double honour; ſo thoſe who 8 
with force, rigour and cruelty) are to bes 
againſt, and withſtood to the face. 2 

My mind on this head (twenty tliree* years 
may be ſeen. in my Reaſons of diſſent, ( * 9 
in the year 1737) pages 18, 19, line 35, Ce, hs 2Y | 
1 had not the remotelt thought ol meeting with * * IJ 3 
occaſion of this A which dit MF 


0 ("QI 
that we have need of the armour of righteouſneſs 
on the right-hand, as well as on the left, 2 Cor, 
Vi. 7. 
Poſſibly ſome may object, or enquire, Why I 
A make ſo free with, or ſo much uſe of the ſcripture, 
. I anfver, Becauſe it is the more ſure word of pro- 
phbecy, unto which we do well to take heed : like- 
IF wile becauſe it is profitable, not only for doctrine, but 
+ for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righte- 
ouſneſs, c. It is alſo a light to our feet, and a 
lamp to our path: more eſpecially confidering that 
it is the ſword of the Spirit, the word of God; 
Which, together with the ſhield of faith, is able to 
* quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, Eph. vi. 
141686, 17. And if ever there was a fiery art or 
1 cgueeb thrown into the church, this controverſy 
about the burgeſs-oath, together with the ſaid new 
ceõpyſtitution, (in my view) is a conſiderable one. 
== "Should not our hearts be ſad to ſee the city, the place 
4 e our fathers ſepulchres, thereby conſumed, and 
F000 de gates thereof burnt up with the fire of inteſtine 
1 r and contentions thereanent. 
"8 =" Who would have thought that Mr Moncrieff or 
3 Bis brethren would have been ſo ignorant of Satan's 
> Eevices, who is deſiring to have Chriſt's ſervants 
and diſeiples, that he may ſift them as wheat? and 
2 3 ſomeitpes. eis liberty ſo to do. But what ſhall we 
= u. Ale i is evident that there are no greater 
WIR SAN: upon carth than even Chriſt's diſciples are, 
o theroſelves ; ſee Mark Riv, 50. they all 
Foot bun and fled. And yet, at other times, 
ee * eee them, they are able 
0 . 
2 It levi to be « remembered, that when 
Sof 75 do meet, Satan cometh alſo am 
. (as Job i, 6, in, t 
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margin) and does all he can fo fop or man ay 
good turn that is going on in the chureh. 
But, to return; Jet us conſider, that as many arg 
teaching for doftrines the commandments of men, 
ſo we are commanded to ſearch the ſeriptures, and 
try the ſpirits: and the Bereans are commended fag | 
ſearching and trying even the apollle Paul's doctrina 
by the ſcriptures, Acts xvii, 11. Secondly, If I make 
not a wrong uſe or à bad uſe of the teriptures, 
cannot be juftly accuſed of making too free with or 7 
too much uſe of them; for they are the on¹iᷓ , of 
given to direct us how we may glority God and „ 
joy him for ever: yea, they ought. to be the n | 
of our council; yea, our only or chief counſillorsy, -. 
and bur ſong in this houſe of our pilgrimage, 7. 1 
ly, © They are the ſupreme judge by which all 
« troverſies of religion are to be determined jan 
all decrees of councils, opinions of antient 
& ters, doctrines of men, and private Jpirits,, 
© to be examined by them, and in ee 2 
e ate to reſt.” This can be no ther bet the 
holy Spirit ſpeaking in the ſeripture. See Confei 25 
of faith, chap. I. parag. 10. And if the; Jaw: * 
God be written or hid in our hearts, it W 
ence us to make a holy and reyerend uſe dagen a 
our thoughts, words and actions. 
Objection. But the devil himſelf can 
tures, and ſay, It is written, it is written, 


Anſwer. Shall we forbear to quote { 05. 
apply theg juſtly, becauſe Satan quail amd 1295 
them unjaſtiy? We may as well ſay, | 
bear being truely 3 becauſe 
himſelf into an angel of * I = 1 


16 3. 


Know alſo, that ſeveral of the ſcriptures quoted 
are only ſometimes alluded to, at other times they 
are or may be applied. I leave it to the wiſdom of 
the judicious and impartial reader or hearers either 
ro allude or apply as they find juſt occalion. May 
each be helped in their ſtation to ſtudy to ſhow 
themſelves approved in this reſpect, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, that ſo they may be as work- . 
N that need not be aſhamed, 2 Tim. ii. 15. 

If any ſhall ſay, I print becaufe I receive profit, 
or outward gain thereby; I hereby inform them, 
that ſuch who ſay fo accuſe me both raſhly and 
falſely ; for I never received profit or outward gain 
by printing : and if I had not other and better mo- 
tives, the public ſhould not {ee my writ nor print 
Either. 

Obljection. But though you print not for money 
or outward gain, yet poſlibly you print or publiſh 
>”. Your mind for oſtentation and vain- glory; as the 
Fog Phariſees did all their works to be ſeen of men. | 
Aiſuer. No doubt it would look prideful or en- 
=. thofiaſtic like in me to ſay that the Spirit within 
me conſtraineth me to ſpeak. But, if my heart do 
not far deceive me, the world or the public ſee no 
more of my religion, or of my mind anent public 
"affairs, 1 in the church or elſewhere, but what I can- 
not get hid from them with a good conſcience. May 
| Y Re -yot ſuck a word as this have weight, Mark viii. 38. 1 
1 ppſoever therefore (hall be aſhamed of me and 
WE. hs words in this adulterous and ſinful genera- 
_ 5 of him alſo ſhall the ſon of man be aſham- 
. ed whety he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
* 5 * with the holy angels.“ Ought we not to follow 
- Chriſt's example, of whom it is ſaid, that the ut 5 
ood his Father's houſe did eat him up. 
Neither had I the remoteſt thought of appeatit 
ug; 0 in * on this ed, had not 1 . 
Ne 2 2 
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1 7.5 

crieff appeared again (in his fore ſald letter to Aber- 
deen) with his former fiery ſpirit, (Luke ix. 34.) 
and furious zeal againſt the religious clauſe of the 
burgefs-oath, and thoſe who maintain the lawful- 
neſs thereof, or are in conjunction with them; in 
order to expreſs his zeal againſt their entering into 
2 covenant to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, 
while they follow not him and his brethren of the 
new conſtitution in their new and unprecedented 
notions anent the ſaid religious * Luke | ix. 49, 


50. 
I remember that my dear father, and reverend 


ing weight on his ſpirit, that he was afraid of new- 
terms of communion, by expreſſing himſelf to me t 
the following purpoſe ; am afraid,” ſaid he, * of-our-* 

© going out of the houe furr with reſpeC to our terms 
of communion.” Likewiſe my dear father, the res. 


Mr Wilſon often told him, that he, to wit, Mr Ve 
ſon, was afraid he would not be able to draw Wn: 
7. 1 yoke with Mr Monerieff, becauſe of his fore 


and violent driving matters too far in the a hors 8 


ſpect; and I am pretty certain, that the 


Mr Wilſon was inſtrumental in keeping Mr Mon- . 
crieff and others from going to ſome of theſe oY NIN 


tremes wherein they have now fallen. 


4 But here I muſt ſtop a little and ſay, Our fs * 


* thers where are they ?-the prophets do e 
1 . © for ever;* they are pot ſuffered td con, By 
4 reaſon of death,” And though it be ground er 


1 thankfulneſs and encouragement that the reſide E 


the Spirit is with the Lord, and that the ſpirit of Elijg 


en, in _—_ — opon foragElihas i in 
„ * 


miniſter, Mr Wilſon, told me, with much ſeem 


verend Mr Ralph Erskine, told me, that the ſaid, 2 
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day; and though we have a goodly number of in- 
ſtructors in Chriſt; yet it is for a lamentation that 
Ve © have not many fathers:“ yea it ſeems. that 
ſore novices, 1 Tim. iii. 6. and v. 22. have 
been tod ſuddenly of raſhly {ent forth, who have 
fallen very foully, by reproaching and bring; 
ing railing eccuſations and pretended cenſures a- 
gainſt their fathers and brethren, whoſe grey hairs 
being found in the way of righteouſneſs, required 
more reſpect and better treatment. And ſhall we 
ſtand filently by and ſee our brethren, yea our fa- 
thers and miniſters, not only wounded, but count- 
ed as ſlaughter ſheep in their names and offices? | 
Shall lies, induſtriouſly ſpread againſt them, make 1 
us hold our peace? Thele ren times? (or theſe 
twelve years) © have they reproached them, yet 
© they are not aſhamed, but harden themſelves a« - 
gainſt them,” as it is in the margin, Job xix. 3. 
How ſinful and dangerous is it, thus to touch God's 
people, who are as the apple of his eye ? and yet 
more dangerous to touch his anointed, and do his 
+ prophets harm. I chuſe rather to ſuffer affliction 
with them, and to be a companion of theſe who 
are thus unjuſtly uſed and-reproached, by being 
made a ſpectacle and pazing-ſtock to angels and 
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I remember that the ſaid reyerend Mr Ralph 
- Erskine told me, that he was in hazard of being 
hlfted up orexalted with the good news he received 
fim abroad tand elſewhere, of the Lord's bleſſing 
bis labours, and doing good by them, both at home 
= and abroad; and that he thougbt this thorn: of the 
fleſh, or meſſenger of Satan, way ſent to buſſet or 
keep bim low, viz. The unjuſt and cruel tteatment 
he was meeting with from his brethren of the new 

"@aſtitution, 2 Cor, xii. 7, = 3 
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I remember alſo, that ſome ſhort time after alle = 
| Gs; in the ſynod 1747, L was ſeized with @ vide 
' lent cholie, which: threatned preſent death to me 
in my apprehenſion, and in the view of ſome o- 
thers; and when thinking on the broken caſe of the 
church, thought, that if Mr Moncrieff, and all 
his brethren of the new conſtitution, were preſent 
at my death- bed · ſide, I would ſay unto them, with 
reſpect to their pretended or threatned cen ſures, as 
their maſter ſaid to Peter in another caſe, Matth. 
xxvi. 52. © Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Put up again 
thy ſword into his place; for all they that take 

: the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword::” and 3 5 
the bye, we uſe to ſay, * They never gave with he 
* ſword. but: got with the ſcabbard.” This was 5 —9 
vie w of their raſh and unlawful. pretended cenſut 
then; and I never changed my mind anden 
them ſinee. 

Some object, That thoſe of the new, cob 
tution are not guilty of any fault; other ways 9 ral 
they, why do not their brethren, who were the mas? 

zority of the ſynod, and conſequently — 1] REY 4 
'xightly conſtitute, cenſure them, or ſuſpendiand 4 
poſe them, for their ſchiſm and calumny; G #5" 
I anſwer, It is evident for the preſent, yea cheſs — 
twelve yeats and more, that theſe brethren of t 
new conſtitution ſeem to be in a ſpiritual fever- * 
rage. Now, would any wiſe or reaſonable Ltaks -' 
the rod of correction to puniſh his Tat of F 
for what they ſay: or do when they are E 
raging in a hot fever? 5 
See, by comparing Gen. xxxvii 4 ih Gent 
18. 21. how the fever ot envys * lafled- — 
2 B 4 — 85 Joſephs 


e © The pricey " moved "kb 4 ſold | 
| V ſeph into Egypt ; but God. was with him.“ I — — a a 
5 1 natcing, that the eayious, ut mandarin en :- = 
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(510 ) 
Joſeph's brethren, to wit more than twenty two 
years. But did Joſeph reſent it in ſuch a way as 
he had power to do? No; he wept when they 
ſpoke of that, Gen. 1. 17. So. the ſynod: defires 
rather to weep in ſecret for their pride, and to pity 
and pray for them, ſaying, -* Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.“ This allo is 
the way which Moſes took with Aaron after he had 
made the golden calf, Deut. ix. 18, 19, 20. And 1 
fell down before the Lord, as at the firſt, forty 
* days and forty nights, I did neither eat bread nor 
drink water, becauſe of all your fins which you 
* ſinned in doing wickedly in the ſight of the Lord, 
© to provoke him to anger: for I was afraid of the 
* anger and hot diſpleaſure wherewith the Lord was 

' © wroth againſt you to deſtroy you. But the Lord 
* hearkened unto me at that time alſo, And the 

Lord was very angry with Aaron, to have deſtroy- 
*:ed him: and I prayed for Aaron alſo the ſame 

8 3 time.“ : : + : 

A. Gbjefion. But ere not the ſpirits of the prophets 

ſſubject to the prophets ? for God is not the author 

. Doof confuſion, but of peace, as in all churches of 

tte ſaints, 1 Cor. xiv. 32, 33. i 4 

puer. The ſpirit which theſe ſeem to be acted 

ER by at preſent is ſubject to none but thoſe who ſee 5 

eye to eye with them, eſpecially with reſpect to the 

ER burgeſs.oath, and their new and ſchiſmatical conſti- 

4 .. - tutiong whereby it is manifeſt that they (and not 

W&.- . theirmaſter) are the authors of the preſent confu- 

— ion and diviſion that is in the church of the aſſo- 

dation. See, for proof of this, page 11 of their 
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vun new conſtitution acts, &c. where it is aſſerted 
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pPioſition and practice of Joſeph's brethren, did not in "the feaſt de- 
2 N 0 4-7 of .God? . 1 4 

prive him of God's love, and ſpecial preſence - and * 
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5 and inſerted, That the approbation of their new con. 
Sw ſtitution, and likewiſe of their raſh or falſe ſentence 
3 of ſynod in April 1746, condemning the religious _ 
WH | Uuuſe of ſome buraeſs-oaths, is unanimouſly added 
to their formula ot queſtions to be put unto and ; 
. WW required of young men before licence, and mini- 
d ſters before ordination, * 
1 | Howbeit the aſſociate ſynod has warned thoſs 
who are under their inſpection to beware of them 
14 who have ſo raſhly and ſuddenly ſeparated and gone 7 
* out from them, and are troubling and diſtracting te 
I minds of the Lord's people with words and I. 72 
5 ons of doubtful diſputation, tending alſo to — 2 
uf | their brethrens: miniſtry and reputation, "The 1 42 
4 & nod allo has declared and laid open the ſinfalne 30 
h and nullity of their pretended: acts and Con - 2 
— ; or cenſures, See act of the aſſociate 1 me . — 
* | Stirling, October 29th 1747. | 829 4 4 
05 4 Objection. But may it not be thought fool f - 
ne to endeavour to convince Mr Moncrieff and bis WW 
ts WE brethren of the evil and error of their ways, We N 7 
* he and they have hitherto deſpiſed all that ther? 1 | 
of learned fathers and brethren have ſpoken or writtem 
5 on this ſubject; yea, have treated them, and Me- 
ed wiſe their words and writings, with as much con- 
ſee | tempt and diſdain as Jacob's ſons treated and g. . : 
* ſpiſed Joſeph and his dreams? Gen. xxxvii. 16 8 


20. Yea, they ſeem to be conviction- proof, (which 38 
is the ordinary caſe with erring or ſtraying miniſters): 2 oy 
or paſt feeling as to any due ſenſe of the diſorder” 38 
__ 2 they have introduced into the Lord's LE = 

Oule. 80 4 225 

I F anfwer, This indeed is for a lamaniaiow nd 

likewiſe proves that they ſeem to be © wiſer iii their: 
© own*Conceit than ſeven men that can 0G A. 9 
7 FA ms e It nay: teach me or. 5 4 "= 
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13 
to be ſurpriſed or offended though they ſhould ex- 

preſs themſelves thus anent the following letters, Viz, 

© Let us hear what this babler will ſay.” | 

And though Mr Monctieff takes his own way oP 
writing, and ſays, He muſt be indulged i in taking 
his own way of anſwering or writing *; yet 1 ſhall 
not deſite him, nor any other, to indulge me in 
my own way of writing or anſwering, unleſs theß 
find juſt ground ſo to do. 

Objec, But how do you prove, that the brethren 

of the new conſtitution are in a ſpiritual fever'or 
rage ? 

— When neither ſeripture nor en; nor the 
Footſteps of the flock, nor the laudable acts of re- 
forming aſſemblies, nor their own confeſſion of 
faith; no, nor the act and teſtimony, nor preſent 
bond and covenant, will convince men or miniſters 
of their errors and crooked ways; this is a plain 

> evidence that they are in a ſpiritual fever or rage, | 
and that they know not what manner of ſpirit 
+ ey are of, Luke ix. 55. 

1 Mp HadI not been eye or ear witneſs to the breach 
n the aſſociate ſynod at Briſto church near Edin. 
boi, upon the gth and 10th of April 2747; and 
3 5 alſo eye and ear witneſs to that meeting of the preſ. 
3 . "pe of Perth and Dunfermline at Perth upon the 

. Sth of May thereafter, I had been deceived or im- 
poſed upon, as. well as many others, by the groſs 
eben of. matters that paſſed there. 
What a groſs and manifeſt falſhood is it to ſay 
I and publiſh to the world, that there was no new 
odr unprecedented conftitation of ſynod in Mr Gib's 
[ty houſe h 951 10th of April 1747 or that thers 
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we ſor prof of age th of is Own ink 
Fancy fall no Faith, | = Shs N N. 


CIS.  . 
was no new or unprecedented conſi*ution of preſ- 
bytery in the New Church at Perth, upon the 5h. 
of May 1747 ? 

I ſaid it before, and now I ſay it again, Shall lieg 
indultriouſly ſpread, and fo often repeated, make 
us hold our peace? May we hope that the Lord, in 
due time, will ſweep away theſe refuges of lies? 
My heart ſmites me to this hour for my ſilence at 
both theſe places; for though I was no preſent 
member in either of theſe meetings, yet 1 might 
have inſiſted for liberty to ſpeak as a member of 
that body which they were ſo evidently -reſing 
and tearing to pieces by their foreſaid new and un- 
precedented conſtitutions. And though the above 
might have ſeemed raſh or precipitant in me, yet 3 
have no ground to be very fond ar forward thak 
way; for I never. had more difficulty in becpings 
good conſcience than in a court of conſcie $5 
which made me afraid to meddle without a clear 0M 
call, 4 :S = * 
Let none from hence infer, that theſe are not . 3 
thrones of judgment, the oourts of divine appoints - 
ment, becauſe there are contentions or divinons a- 
mong them; for we may ſee from Acts xv. 1, 2. 7. 

that even in the firſt New teſla ment · ſynod there was 
not only diſputing, but no ſmall diſputing or 5 "= 

ſenſion among them; but no ſeparation nag N 
ſion took place there. eee 
 [Itilikewiſe deſerves to bs noticed, that Mr Ce , 0 
Brown chuſed rather to have no elder from Pet 
than io have one who would not approve of their e | 
new conſtitution ; for he did not defire his efder e ns 
name" to be called, [though he was preſent in hs 

church at Perth, and choſen by the ſeſſion] because 

it was known he would not approve. of their ne, = 0 

and on IR ere 3 and e 5 5 bo 
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140 | 
ſters nor elders names who belonged to the old 
presbytery's roll were called or mentioned in this 
new roll, except thoſe that they knew to be ap- 
provers of their ſaid new and unprecedented con- 
ſtitution. Notice alſo, that when they get an el- 
der implicitely to follow them, or approve of their 
faid conſtitution, they can make him ſuſtain the 
place or character of a whole presbytery 3 as they 
do with Patrick Edmond, ruling elder from the aſ- 
ſociate ſeſſion of Balfron, who is all they have for 
the aſſociate presbytery of Glaſgow. Firſt ſederunt 
in Mr Gib's houſe near Edinburgh. See page rſt 
of their acts and proceedings. 
Thus it is evident, that in both theſe ein 
ons, Whom they would they flew or caſt out, and 
©.» Whom they would they kept alive or admitted: but 
they may be aſſured it ſhall yet be enquired, what 
manner of men theſe were, whom they thus pre- 
tended to flay or caſt out, Judges viii. 18. men 
who not only reſembled, but actually were the ſer- 
vants, yea, the ſons of Zion's King. It would have 
been their wiſdom rather to have ſaid, as Paul ſpake 
in another caſe, Acts xxvii. 31: © Except theſe abide 
1 90 in the ſhip. ye cannot be ſafe.” N 
I age it expedient to take this opportunity (of 
*- "d&ipg as the men of Hezekiah did with ſome of So- 
.** "Tomon's proverbs) to copy out here ſome of the 
laſt works or writings of the foreſaid reverend 
"of = F F Ar Ralph. Erskine, copied out of Job's hymns, of 
5 he | is the bot. 


S O N XXXE 2.445. 
Reproof to reproacherr, | » 


Job XX, 2, 3s 4: 2% 


WH Y, cruel friends, will ye ſo long T2 
with bitter words me vex, 

My name reproach, my virtue wrong. 7. 4 
My righteous cauſe. perplek? I 


2. 7 - co 

5 
Muſt ſtill your anſwers without ſenſe. 2 

and void of argument, 3 — 


With ſolemn grave impertinence, 
my ſpirit thus torment ? 


Can pious lies deſerve applauſe 
by being ſpoke aloft ? a 

Or do you think them true, WS 
you humm'd them o'er ſo oft? 

4 

The wounds you give me cruel are; 
your contumeliqus words, : 5 

And ſland'rous taunts, are ſharper far 
than keeneſt — ſwords. 


God's right t' affli&t him well becomengley 
but your afflicting rod, 

With pride and paſſion baſe, aſſumes > 
the privilege of God, 


D * 


SONG XxXxXI. 
| Friends turned to enemies, and brethren to aliens, 


Job xix. 11,14. Comp. ch. xvii. 4, 6. 


I, 
G OD's trying fury-kindles bright, 
: ev'n of his own accord; 
Gainſt me, whoſe heart and cauſe is right, 
he waves his glitt'ring ſword. 
| 2 
Fierce troops and regimented woes 
in battle rank I ſee, 
Do by his order me incloſe, 
And fiercely ruſh on me. 


Brethren and kindred vale their brows, 

| IN fc and treat me as unknown; 

Break nature's bonds, rehounce- their vows, 
and their own blood diſown. 


«xg 4.46 

Ta miliar friends, and kins-folk too, 
who kindly me embrac'd; 

Pol "i Have fail'd me, and forgot me now, 
poll mY and all their Oy paſt. 


 Diſdainful ſtriplings me deſpiſe, 
= Who honour'd me beforgg+- 
Les, thoſe I once did chiefly prize 


; * 1 — ies 
5 9 . now chiefly me abhor. | „ 
* f 6. : 


Juſt Lord; from. their reproaches, pleaſe 
1 vindicate my name; 1 | 
i cover theſe | 8 
* 0 Naeh with ſnamme. 


1 F by * 


, * / 4 5 * 7 S Y 
« 41 ) f + 


$ONG xxxrv, 


Raſh judein condemned: 5 Job's s warning t bis cen- 
n ſorious Tr 


Job xix. 28, 29. 


O FrreNnDs ! your er rage rs 
the wrath of man is proud, 


And worketh not the righteouſneſs, * 8 
but brings the wrath U 


Raſh Judging him in whom i is found — 
the facred matter's root, 


Your darts will on yourſelves rebound, © 
to 'venge the 9 purſuit. SY 
OL 


Of juſtice ſword ſtand * afraadd. 
when by th' almighty drawn; 1 

His vengeance will your heads invade; „ 
not on your — re RR OC 1 

In fierce uncharitable zal 
you're furiouſly devout; _ 

But cover'd fraud God will reveal, 
and to the flames allot. 


* 


. 4-4 


A 


5. 
Know that the 2 falt ——Aĩ 
in which the judge Supteme 2 9 . 


Will all your bloody cenſures'caſt, *' $4 an 
A. 99 
your bitter words 3 by 1 75 
6. 2 Wo 5 it "x 


Repent then, leſt your violence r 
ie preſent judgments home en ee 
Elſe will your proud impenitence - 7 #1 BOL 4 
. your future dom. 
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SONG XII. 
Job ſolemnly maintaining his integrity againſt” the falk 


accuſations of his friends, 


Job xxvu, 2, 6. 


1 RE 
AS God Creator lives who now 
to judge my cauſe denies ; 


Th' Almighty, who my vexed ſoul 
with ſharp affliftion tries: 


* 
2. ah 


While in my noſtrils breath remains, 
which God inſpir'd; at firſt, 

No wicked guile ſhall by. my. lips, 
Nor falſnood be expreſs'd. 


I'm Nander'd by my EE. friends, 
their cenſures underly; _ . . 

Chag'd with hypocriſy and fraud, 
and crimes of deepeſt dye. 


LO 4+ 
Shovld I acquit their calumnies, 

- abſolve their ſland'rous t 
Confeſs their libel ſtuff 'd with lies, 


my innocenee to bas ? 


reg it, heav' a! lo black A 1 
. of crimes to me unknown, 
1. to * laſt expiring breath, 


— diſown. | 
6. 22493 l 
rn my T joicing ſtil ſhall be. 2 5 2 | 
©. eh demon clear. lit 
374 8 . 5.8 , [4 P 42 224 =o) And 
* 6 oe SUS 3 


(49 3» 15 
And conſcience of — | 
* 1 in my baſom ang 


Reproachfully they jak 
K but from approved ſin 
My judge ſhall me acquit, as does 
his juſtice court within. 


SONG LX. 


[Light in darkneſs : or, God's favour in mant fury; g 
digreſſon, applying the ſubject of - ſang n lome 


| $10wn occurrences of our day.] 
Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10. 


1 
GREAT is the majeſty Jae. þ 


and greatly to be fear?'d ;... 
The voice of his afflicting rod 
with rev'rence maſt be hear'd, 
. 
Oft took we his great name in vain: 
How juſtly then he tries 
By raiſing men, our names to ſtain, 
with dels full of lies ! 


3» k 

But love, in- aid with chaſtiſements, | 
ill projects undermines, 
And mercifully circymvents 


the wrathful mans —_ E 


Some bloody bulls, in this rude. age, 
will, to the end of time, + ,. 
Stand chronicled, for pride and * 
that fed che deſp'rate crime. LE 
2 


1 
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| X 5. * 
Stern juſtice, turning friends to foes, 
makes them againſt us mad; 
Yet mercy brings our well from woes, 
Our bliſs from what is bad. 
6. 
God makes the wrath of men to flame, 


Our rich improvement is his aim, 
but their's our 8 


When wild reproachers 1 us claſs, 
and damn with deviliſh elves, 
Their unjuſt cenſures make us paſs 
| Juſt cenſures on ourſelves, 


8. 


Their erwelty makes us more kind 
than e'er we were before; 

lies and falſhoods make us ming 
to value truth the more. 


9 
me lawlef fury makes us trace 
Sod's juſt and holy laws; : 
The cauſcleſs rage makes us confeſ: 
ys. * . hy cauſe, | 
10. 


« 


Kurbel len: aims to domineer 
Ro make arrogance our N : 
I dei e ways 'endear. 
Oy our union to the head. 
| 0 12. 


* 


BM % ben Gol their it, beyond their bear 


; through. race, to us doth tiſe: 
1 eit raving makes us ſober men, 


for ends they do not know; 5 


er bi malen . 2 2 2 
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or TWO. 
LETTER S. 


The Rev. Mr Alexander ae, s / . i 
niſter at nen Se | 


A, 


EVEREND and de: i; 5 

quainting you, that Hav Taff an . 
ſidered your letter, whieh'youdirefted: . 

your friend at Aberdeen, dated Now ty17 599% 
wherein you diſcovera very wrong and un ü 
frame of ſpirit towards thoſe who fee not 
eye with you anent that matter of doubFUrl 
tation; to wit, the religious clauſe of ſome 
oaths. May 1 not, with reverence and bamilitys” 2 
ask you, What fruit have you in thoſe thing es 
of you and your brethren have, ground to he 
med? I mean your raſh condmning the reli 
elauſe of ſome burgeſs oaths, or the true rell 
preſently. profeſſed jn this realm; 1 
our new conſtitution of ſynod, and your es. 
ed cenſures or ſentences of abe 288 Fri, 
and excommunication, anent the 


4 "> which you [@'1 
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5 530 
Ine bar 
3s 5 ana reaſoning, in a way of confe» 


nene and prayer, with your brethren [which you 
AL uad your brethren {lighted, yea rejected and ge» 


tt 


: 
>. 


& By | | 5 
Ki and vindicate in the above letter, pages 22d, 
23d. a 
. I am theſe are not the means appointed for 
informing the judgment anent ſuch matters. See 
Phil. i iii. 15, 16. Let us therefore, as many as be 
perfect, be thus minded and if in any thing ye 
© be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this 
© unto you: Nevertheleſs, whereunto we have al- 
ready attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let 
us mind the ſame thing 
Yea, though your conſtitution were right, and 
not ſchiſmatical and diſorderly, the above means 
are only to be uſed towards perſons who are guilty 
of ſins or ſcandals that are open or manifeſt, which 
he that runs may read; and not with reſpec to 
thoſe matters or queſtions which are of doubtfal 
diſputation, even among the moſt zealous, learned, 
and experienced members of the ſynod, who are 
ror friends to a covenanted refarmation, and 
have a goſpel-becoming walk and converſation, and 
are far from being guilty either of error in doftringy 
or immorality in practice, or tyranny in the cxer- 
9 of government or diſcipline; you yourſelves 
judges, cannot accuſe them of theſe. | 
auld any wiſe or reaſonable man take a fore- 
to that which a. pin or pen-knife would 
aſily effeftuate ? I mean, Would not a friends 


* again and again +] have more eaſily and _ 
ually anſwered the end anent the lawfulneſs- or 
unlavfulneſs of the faid oath, than all yaur pier 
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fore 1749. 
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d, | kended cenſures or 1 of ſuſpenſion, a” 
tion er excommunication, 'which Have no ſhadow 
or of foundation any” where but in your own Pp. * 
ee hations. | 
be Conſider alſo, that your bah who differ 
ye from you, are as clear to juſtify and vindicate the 
nis lawfulneſs of the ſaid oath, as you are to condemn 
al- it as ſinful. Likewiſe, it is dangerous to remove 


et = ſuch an antient land- mark, ſet by our reforming 
forefathers. See Mr Rutherford's mind on this or 

ad the like head, in his Divine right' of presbytery, 

ns page 6th, near the foot. * The church, in thoſe 

ty WS *© things where' the morality is not clear, at fartheſt _** 72 

ch can but go to directive advices, as Paul doth, + 

to WE * 1 Cor. vii. 6, 12. not to impoſing of laws, nor 

ol WS © to injunctions or commandments, under the pain 

d, b of church cenſures: for Chriſt muſt bind and 

re . © ratify in heaven all church cenſures on earth 

nd and fo the church cannot command nor cenſuc, 

ud but as Chriſt himſelf would command or-cefuref7R<.*23 

c& + Poſſibly you will object, What. do we faywhenc - 


wo (though the minority of the ſynod) do {ce the .. - 
ſaid religious Clauſe to be ſinſul rü EIS 
. anſwer, if you or they think and Tee it to Ihe. = 
be. finful to you, indeed it is finfal; but to, make 


1d your private views (in matters of Joubrflil diſputa - 
d- nion) a rule to others, or to put this yoke upen * : 
fe» te necks of your brethren or diſciples, even unde . 4 
au pain of preſent ſuſpenſion or depoſitic Id cas ä 
e» WE they ſee not eye to eye with you preſently, though,” 4 
of WE in ſingly lying open for light, they ſee that Hou A 
or grew oe brethren are in a groſs or — 

Cy evidently cruel and tyrannical, thou r confity. 

ed WE tution were right, and not ſchiſtnarigal Ma difor- #3 
Lderly. What would Mr Monctieffhave faid, if 

* abap Eee 2 or dannen e to te. 

oy dee, 
r 5 by x | 53 


e) 
nounce his ordination vows before he got that new 
light whereby he has done it? I hall ſuppoſe, that 
one ſynod makes an act, appointing all under their 
inſpection to eſteem one day above another; and 
the next ſynod makes an act, appointing all under 
their inſpection to eſteem every day alike : would 
any of the above decrees or acts be binding on 
the conſciences of their people, unleſs the people 
were fully perſuaded, in their own minds, both a- 
nent the lawfulneſs and expedicncy of theſe de. 
crees? Rom. xiv. 5. 
Were I joining with your party, RA approving 
of your new conſtitution and pretended cenſutes, 
I ſhould think I were writing.a copy to poſterity 
for the groſſeſt ſchiſm, diviſion, confuſion, diſorder, 
and tyranny to take place in the church habitually, 
whenever any were croſſed or contradifted by a 
"4 plurality of votes in any matter, or in any Preſ- 
byterian court, whether ſeſſion, prespytery, es 
* or general aſſembly. 
s ad you or your brethren been hindered fon 
diſſenting ot proteſting againſt what, you thought 
-amils in the conduct of the ſynod, or had they re- 
"fuſed to mark your ſaid diſſent or proteſtation, or Wl 
had the ſynad..been commanding and obliging you . 
or your brethren to renounce your new light a- 
| nent the ſuppoſed ſinfulneſs of the burgeſs oath; 
* jw you might have had ſome ſhadow of reaſog 
"Sr; Youre new conſtitution, though the minority; 
bat edis You cannot alledge ; for you had full and 
3 1 5 Tg Merty to exoner yourſelves this way. | 
— alſo how unjuſtly (in this reſpeft) 
you ealt with, and treated your brethren. in the J 
presbytery at Leſly, before the breach in 1747, by 
violently and practically refaling to mark their pro- 
teſtation and appeal to he, NA z and yet. you. Wi 
Tag N Ly 25 . 1 


135 
pretended to be keeping Presbyterial order, when 
Fou was going into the greateſt diſorder. See page 
$ 6o, 61. of Fancy no faith. I look upon the above 
treatment to be a dire& overturning of Presby- 
terial order. Mean time it is groundgpf thankſulneſs, 
that ſome, who joined with you (in'your new con- 
ſtitution, and in ſmiting your fellow- ſervants and 
brethren, and in plowing and drawing long your 
furrows on their backs) have openly acknowledged, ' 4 
that their wrath on that head has been cruel; and 
their anger outrageous 3 and that verily they have 
been guilty concerning their b.ethren, anent the 
foreſaid pretended cenſures. 
'Your new conſtitution puts me in mind of. "oh 
queſtion which the Phariſees propoſed to Chriſt, 
Matth xix. 3, . © Is it lawful for a man to put a- 
way his wife for every cauſe ?? So may we fay, Is + 
it lawful to ſeparate from a right conſtituted church _ 
or ſynod for every fault? If this were the caſe, he 
we mult needs go out of the world, for we 3 * 81 f 
no church faultleſs. Far leſs have we ground to ſes - 


parate, when the fault is only ſuppoſed or imaginary, 
and not real. And were I not fully perſuaded 15% 


ny own mind, that your forefaid new ' confiiturl8n * 3 
2 and pretended cenſures have no foundation dr wars ;.; 


rant from the word of God, or our Presbyrealſin. ; 
principles and conſtitution which is agreeable theres; 
to; 1 fay, were 1 not clear as above, I dort dot 
venture thus to withſtand you to the facmmmee. 75 

it is not for want of love or due reſpect e _ 
$ und your brethren that I dare not venture to — 
any man father, (I mean lord of my tonſlente)- 

one being my Father which is in beaggH pr at 


by. man maſter, one being my maſtery. eden Sprit.“ 5 
r0-. latth. xxiii. 9, 10, And however weak af. ls 5 
by | port Lbe, know for * that when 2 k- 
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5, nor affected therewith, as it was with Sampſon, 
Judges xvi, 20. And he wiſt not that the Lord 


* 


vas departed from him.” Notwithſtanding, I 


19 
fend, or caſt a ſtumbling · block before your brother 
or brethren, you offend Chriſt; 1 Cor. viii. 12. But 
* when you fin ſo againſt the brethren, and wound 
© their weak conſcience, ye fin againſt Chriſt, 
Remen:ber what your dear friend and intimate 
acquaintance Mitchel Gieig of St Andrews ſaid of 
you after the breach, and in conſequence of your 
new conſtitution : he ſaid, he never thought that 
the Rev. Mr Alexander Moncreiff had ſo little Preſ- 
byterian blood in his veins, as to countenance a con- 
ſtitution ſo directly contrary thereunto. | 
You make the hearts of thoſe ſad, whom the Lor 
* doth not make fad.” May you not ſuppoſe that 
It is as a ſword in our bones, when you ſay unto 
us, Where is your God ? No doubt you and we both 
have provoked the Lord to leave us; yea; it is to be 
feared that the Lord is departed from us both in a 
great meaſure, though we be not duly ſenſible there- 


3 


hope there are a goodly remnant who will be helped 
through grace to conſtrain him to abide with us, 
yea 0 refuſe to let him go till he bleſs us; yea, 
ve hope he ſhall yet be brought to our mother's 

houſe, to the chambers of her that conceived us. 
But poſſibly you will think it ſtrange if I inform 
ycu, that ſome have aſſurance of God's love, or 
peace of conſcience, in withſtanding you to the face, 


5... - becauſe of your ſchiſmatical conſtitution and pre- 


tended cenſures, whereby you have cauſed diviſion 
and ſown diſcord among the Lord's ſervants and 
people, merely becauſe they ſee not eye to eye with 
you anent the foreſaid clauſe of ſome burgeſs oaths. 
And this is the reaſon why we withdraw from you: 
and we have a warrant for ſo doing; ſee it in Rom. 
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them which cauſe diviſions and offences contrary to 


T prove of the civil allegiance in the burgeſs. oaths. 


to our preſent ſovereign king George. I ſay thegh- 
juration oath has been ſcrupled at, and te ified a- 
gainſt, by many in Scotland; becauſe that (in their 2 
view) it homologates and approves of theſe articles. © 

of our union with England which are contrary unto 5 5 


3 of the church of England, which we chuſe not ts. - 
WS <onſcnt unto or approve of, eſpecially by oath. 
F D 2 


, | * * * WIS": | 
2 
(99 ͤ  n_ 
« Now we beſcech you, brethron, mr 


the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them.“ Was it ever before heard of, "that any. W 4 
the moſt tender or ſerupulous of the Lord +4 
vants or people ſcrupled at, or were oſſended 8 
the ſaid oath; and far leſs with the ieligious elau 
thereof, or with the true religion therein pro» 
felled. _— 
Page 12, You ſay the martyrs of Jeſus have ben 
helped in all ages to maintain a faithful and | 
uniform teſtimony ; but did you ever hear or read 
of any one of them that teſtified againſt, or feru- 
ple at, the religious clauſe of the burgeſs oath. 4 
This indeed is a new and unprecedented tettimon) «a 
of your own inventing. The caſe-is not ſo A 4 
reſpect to the abjuration oath; for it has been ſcru-! A. 
pled at, and teſtified againſt, from the beginning 5 7 
thereof in Scotland, by many of the Lord's ſer va ** 63-4 
and people; not from Flove to or deſire after 
Popith pretender :- no: ir they did and do ap- 


viz, in being true and leill (or faithful and b 


or inconſiſtent with the ſolemn league and covenants.” 
of the three lands (tt theſe iſles of the ſea, whigh'we®: 
yet hope ſhall wait for God's law); and becauſe de 
faid oath bears a reference to an act of parliamenty. ” 
wherein our king is obliged to be of the communion”: 
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neſs. See pages 45, 46, of the act and teſtimony, 


vernment, worfhip, and diſcipline, rights and pri- 
We: 4 % vileges of the church of Scotland, as eſtabliſhed by 
and particularly in an a&t-entitled, act for ſe- 
wCeuring the Proteſtant religion and Presbyterian 
SE ; * , e * - 

church. government, and by the acts paſſed in the 


nion to the aſſembly 1733: you have theſe words, 
page 34. Diſclaiming all © declared enemies to our 


the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe of 


a) 
Beſides, the ſaid oath is, in ſome reſpects, ſo very 
extenſive, that it is difficult (I had almoſt ſaid im- 


poſſible) for perſons of our ſtation or capacity to 
ſwear it in truth, in judgment, and in righteouſ- 


And in caſe that any ſhould queſtion your ap- 
probation of the civil allegiance in the burgeſs oath, or 
of the laws of the land authorizing the true religion 
therein protcfſ.d, here tollows you . ſubſcribed 
declarations again and again in your joint re- 
preſentation 1732, anent addreſſing the king and 
par liament for redreſſing ſome grieveances : theſe 
following words are uſed by you and them: 
We are hopeful it will not fail of the deſired 
© ſucceſs, when we have ſuch a gracious ſove- 
© reigh upon the throne, who hath ſolemnly en- 
* gaped inviolably to maintain and preſerve the fet- 
* riement of the true Proteſtant religion, with the go- 


the laws made in proſecution to the claim of right, 


©- parliament of both kingdoms for the union of the 
.* two kingdoms'. Sce alſo your joint repreſenta» 


excellent Presbyterian conſtitution, and diſaffected 
* to.the late happy and glorious revolution, and to 


© Hanover. Page 35. Judging the a& complained 
* of to be a dangerous thruſt at our Presbyterian con- 
* {titution, and of a fatal tendency towards the 
revolution intereſt in. Scotland. Page 60. We 
: are not convicted of departing from any of the.re« 
" ceived principles of this church, or of counter- 

My « LA 3 88 Aacting 
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( 9 ) 
acting our ordination - vows and engagements, 
Page 61, We were ordained io take the overſight 

of them (namely, our reſpeive congregations) 

with their own call and cunlent, and with the 
© content of the presbytery unto which we were re- 

ceived, and have nut been convicted of receding 

from our ordination vows aad engagements,” 
All this is expreſty adopted in che act and teili- 
mony. | 

Again, the profeſſion of S-c:ders is declared to 
be the ſame with the profeſlion ot the revolution 
church in the firſt teſtimony by Mr Alexander Mon- | 
crieff, c. in the following manner: It is not 
very pleaſant to us (page 47) that we are obliged © 1 
to lay open the ſinful and unwarrantable ſteps tk 
© ſuch who profels to be of the ſame Presbyterian'-” - 
«.d:nomination with ourſe]ves, and to own: the ſame ” x3 
© confeſſion of faith with us, &c.* Strange LH,; 
teltimony bath changed its nature ſo ſoon, that noꝶ 3 
it is a lin in Seceders to have the ſame; prefeſſiag nes 
with the revolution church as ſuch. Page gg. B 


* 


* : 
8 
* * 
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* our oidination vows and engagemenis we ars 
* bound to aſſert, mai.itain, and defend the does 
* trine, worlhip, Presbytetian goverument, ang 
* diſcipline of this church. How can, we be faih⸗- 
© ful to theſe vows, and yet be ſilent ſpeftators-of 
* the deep wound that is given (page 67) to our 
beautiful Presbyterian conſtitution? Page 85. Ali 
* the miniſters of this church, when they are ore 
* dained to their office, do ſolemnly promiſe, en- 
* gage, and ſubſcribe it with their hands, that the "i 
* ſhall, to the utmoſt. of their power in their ſtation, * 42 
aſſert, maintain, and defend the doctrine caatain>.” I 
ed in our confeſſion of faith, and our Presbyterian 
5 church government and diſcipline; and that te 
„ ſhall never endeavour, directly or inditectiy, tbe 


* 7 


| CI 
* prejudice and ſubverſion of the ſame. Page 98. 
* We own the Proteltant reformed doRrine, pub- 
* licly profeſſed in the church of Scotland, ſum- 
© marily contained in our conteſſion of faith, &c.' 

But how amazing and ſurpriſing is it that you ad- 
venture 10 ſay, that our covenants cannot be renew- 
ed by thote who maintain the lau fulneſs of the 
burgels oath, without ruſhing into the moſt awful 
peijury and impiety ? This is what you can never 
make evideat to any man, far leſs to cvery unpre- 
zudiſed man, as you undertake, page 15. 

On this head 1 (hall put you in mind of that 
check which Moſes got for ſpeaking unadviſedly 
with his lips, or without warrant, though the meek» 
eſt man ia all the carth, Num. xx. 12. And the 
Lord ſpake unto Moles and Aaron, Becauſe ye be- 

© lieved me not, io ſanctify me in the cyes of the 
 *< childrcn of lfracl; therefore ye ſhall not bring 
dis congregation into the land which I have 
I 1 0 7 . 5 8 given them.“ But what a check or double bridle 

do thoſe necd who are naturally very paſſionate, 
and ſometimes in very ill caſe to rule their own ſpi- 

rits ?. We have much need to mind that the wrath 

of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God. 
Ja. i. 19, 20. He that hath no rule over his own 
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—_.  * ſpirit, is like a city that is broken down, and with- 
_  * out walls,“ Prov. xxv. 28. For a biſhop muſt 
b * be blamelels, as the ſteward of God, not ſelf-willed, 


d not ſoon angry,” Titus i. 7. | 
What a check did Elijah get for adventuring to 

„ ſay, that all were worſhippers of Baal but himſelf! 
.z* yet the Lord had reſet ved © ſeven thouſand which had 

* not bowed the knee toBaal, 1 Kings xix. 10, 14, 18. 
_ P.emerber the raſhnets and uncharitableneſs of Job's 
friends in forging lies againſt him, and — 

phy pocriſy upon him. Allo the raſhneſs of David, 
\ + LP wp | though 


1 


though a man after God's own heart, in calling all 


men liars. See Peter's raſhneſs in taking upon him 
to rebuke his maſter, Matth. xvi. 22, 23. Little 
: did the honeſt man know, that the devil was ſpeak- 
ing out of him, or making uſe of his tongue. See 


alſo the raſnneſs of the diſciples of Chriſt, without 
any warrant from him, Luke ix. 49, 50. Maſter, 


| WF © (iy they) we faw one caſting out devils in thy 
a © name, and we forbade him, becauſe he followeth 
not with us. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, Forbid 
bim not.“ No doubt you have read or heard, 
= how Luther, in his fiery zeal {for reformation, re- 
'  proached Calvin, ſaying, that he was as a devil, 


transforming himſelf into an angel of light. 

But poſſibly you will object, and fay, What is all 
this to the purpoſe? does this prove that you ars 
guilty of the above or like faults and raſhneſfs? 

Anſwer, Does not your aſſerting (without the 
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brethren, who ſee not eye to eye with you anent the 
foreſaid clauſe of ſome burgeſs oaths, are betrayers 
or denyers of Chriſt, and of the whole of a teſtimo- 
ny for his cauſe and intereſt ; that they are ruſhing 
themſelves or others upon the moſt awful perjury 


y—_— 
o 


and impiety; yea, your aſſerting that the Lord was 2 


not, or is not, among them, and that their meetings 
are mere aſſociations againſt God and his cauſe, and 
, 57 declarative glory f. Pray, what proof or authority 


have you for this? or what worſe could you ſpeae 


sor ſay of the vileſt ſociety of men upon earth? D 


not the above grieveous things, which you unjuftly: 


f and uncharitably lay to your brethrens charge, prove; 
that you have ſpoken unadviſedly with your lips z 


_ * See for this, page 12th and 13th of the ſyn0d's a at Stirling, 
OQ. 29th 1749. y : 29 


# Pages 15, 18, 19. of your letter, 
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0 
or, that you have forged lies, or fathered hypoeriſy 
and diſſimulation upon them? 

Dear Sir, have you and your brethren no remorſe 
for thus bearing falſe witneſs againſt your neighbour ? 
© Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thy- 
« ſelf? A man that beareth falſe witneſs againſt his 
© neighbour, is a maul, and a ſword, and a ſharp ar- 
© row,” Prov. xxv. 18. Pray what fruit have you 
In ſpeaking thus againſt your brethren, and flander- 
ing your mothers ſons? Pſal. J. 20. 

I own it is very difficult to reach a conviction to a 
miniſter, and far more difficult to convince or make 
church judicatories to bluſh, though never fo guilty 
or faulty: but as for that ſchiſmarical and pretended 
court, which drew its firſt breath upon the 10th of 
April 1747 in Mr Gibb's houſe, and then and there 
— forth threatnings and laughter againſt all 
the miniſters and office-bearers in the aſſociation 
(bo would not condema the ſynod for paſling two 
votes contrary to their mind), and ſuch as would 
not approve of their new conſtitution, and raſh con- 
demning of the religiousſclauſe in ſome burgeſs oaths; 
it may truly be ſaid of them, as in Zeph. iii. 5. Jat- 
ter part of the verſe, © The unjuſt knoweth no 
- © ſhame; yea, they refuſe to be aſhamed? And if 
ever Prelacy was adopted or patronized by any ſet of 
men whatſoever, the ſame is practically embraced 
and practiſed by the ſaid new conſtitution, under the 
greateſt pretences of zeal for Presbyterial chyrch- 
government. | 

If it had been an enemy that had thus reproach- 
* ed us, we could have born it : but thou, a man; 
a miniſter, a guide, an acquaintance with whom 
. © we took ſweet counſel, and went into God's houſe 
© in company,” Pſal. Iv. 12,13, 14. May we yet 
hope that the Lord, who has been u * 


# 3 9 * 


( 90 a 


Fs. the ſtaves of beauty and bands, ſhall yet 
make us one ſtick in his hand; and that he will give. * 
us to be of one heart, and of one way in him; an 

* that the wall ſhall = built even in ſuch toublefome | 
times as theſe, Many ſuch things are with him. 
however improbable or impoſſible like they be with, *J 
us: the Lord knows how to deliver the godly our « of. 
temptation. I pray that the, Lord may convince 
you and your, brethren of the evil and error of your . 
preſent ſchiſmatical and calumniating ways. May 
the Lord, that choſe Jeruſalem, rebuke that re- 


25 proachful ſpirit by which you and they are or have 
ty been acted, though poſſibly you be not ſenſible, © * > 
ed thereof, as it was with Peter in the caſe above 9 
of quoted. | 5 
8 Allo many in their ſ mplicty are following your... wr 
all ſchiſmatical way; as thoſe did, who followed Abſa- 2 
on bm ignorantly, not knowing that he was rebels” "PY 
WO | Try +. army the king, and ſeeking to kill or, wa 
is father. 
— I earneſtly beſeech and intreat you and you we 
hs; thren, to do with your public writings on this db 


ject, and with your new conſtitution acts and pie 


- tended cenſures, as thoſe did, of whom we er ne 
if Acts xix. 19. who brought their books together and 
J if b 8 
aff urnt them before all men. I am perſuaded tt the- 
wed colt will not be ſo great, and I am ſurethe duty is 8 7 
aq: lain, for you and them to maintain {i ch a teſtimo- 5 
the Pas Mr You. an * KEY 
ny againſt yourſelves, as Auguſtine did, by retradting 


and condemning your raſh, harſh, and falſe writings 
on this ſubject. See alſo Moſes's example for this, 
Deut. ix. 21. And. I took your fin, the calf which 
vou had made, and burnt it with fire, Se.. 
Second'y, The above-quoted . ſcriptures, ad 
mention of before the objection, clearly prove, WF. er A 
the Lord ſees meet ſometimes to permit the Rearent 1 5 4 
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and deareſt of his ſervants to lip or fall both in their 
words and deeds, to let them know the pride of their 
own hearts: ſee alſo for this, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. 
© Howbeit, in the buſineſs of the ambaſſadors of the 
* princes of Babylon, who ſent unto him to enquire 
of the wonder that was done in the land, God 
© Jeft him, to try him, that he might know all that 
© was in his heart.” Andis it any breach of charity 
once to alledpe, that, in this buſineſs of the burgeſs 
oath, the Lord has, in ſome meaſure, left you 
and your brethren, to try you, and to Jet you 
ſee what extremes you will run into when guided 
by your own ſpirits, and to let you know your own 
weakneſs, and the blindneſs of your underſtanding, 
and that you know but in part? See Samuel's 
ER weakneſs in judging anent Jeſſe's ſons, 1 Sam, xvi, 
6,7; As allo to diſcover unto you and others, that 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of 
God. Howbelt, I am perſuaded that the wrath of 
good men, as well as the wrath of bad men, ſhall 
redound to the praiſe and glory of God, Plal. Ixxvi. 
10. Mean time, no thanks to either of them. 
What an awful like thing is it to ſee a man ven- 
ture to pray when he is evidently in a natural paſ- 
Bon? or to hear men praying for a bleſſing from 
me Lord upon ſentences or cenſures, which are paſ- 
* ſed only according to the will or humour of men, 
but not according to the will or word of God? 
iure in this reſpect they ask amiſs. There is ſome- 
*. + thing more here than a taking of the Lord's name in 
K ' vain. The faſting and praying that is of this fort, 
is certainly to faſt and pray for debate and ſtrife, 
and to ſmite their fellow-ſervants and brethren 
under the hfth rib, both in their reputation and of- 
fices. OY | * 42, 


—_— 
CO » *% 
44 3 = 
= 
WH 
o 
| 
5 
. J 1 * 1 
Ty | [ 
75 N * 
15 ö ? 
* F - . 
14 
1 „ 
= + 
- 
k 7 
1 - 
* 
* 
. 
, 


Ki \ N — 
23 ** a” Was — 
N _— 


_— OS 

, L — 
+ 2 2 2 4 - 

- R oa © woe KS 2 8 


— — . — 
— — ILY a. * 
1 | N 253 
d jr guns? — 
— — 


EY 2 


12 
— 
of Ro - 
. 


F 


— 


* *, K * - 2 
, po” 
"#- 
— — 2 3 
———— U 
, — ps 8 

—— « 1 * Mas 

\ 1 24 
— 
4 8 


OS. _—_— \ 
IR AC 
\ — —— 
133 * My 1 
== Das 
— 147 4 
1 
es 
- 1 


* 4 


More 


% * 2 — 
* 


— 
* 
257 


3 


38. 57 — 


More might be ſaid on this head, which 1 ue 
bear, becauſe my dear brethren and athers, who are 
carried away with the diſſimulation of the ſaid new, 
Ceonititution, are not able to bear or believe, at pre- 
W ſcot, all that may juſtly be ſaid on this head. 
= [Ls the above a lifting vp of holy hands without 
wrath and doubting ? 1 Tim. ii. 8: It is rare, if not 
impoſſible, for a man to ſpeak bath the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs, while he is in a natural paſſion. 
Jam not ſpeaking of a lawful anger or paſſion, 
like that of Phinehas, which was againſt a fin which 
was open and manifeſt to * the congregation of I- 
rael, Numb. xxv. 6, 7, 8. thig was no finful or 
mere natural paſſion, neither was it about any mat» 
ter or queſtion of doubtful. diſputation, Your fu» 
rious and fiery pretended cenſures put me in,mind . 
of the viper that came out of the heat and faſtened.” / 5 
on Paul's hand, Acts xxviii. 3, Cc. Poſſibly you © * 
oi (ome others thought, that your brethren Would -- -- 
have ſwollen, or fallen down dead, after 50h, had -_ 1 
faltened your cenſures upon them; yea, 
might think, ſurely theſe are murderers, or OE. 
phemers, who have ſuch heavy cenſures or ſchtenges 272 © 
paſſed againſt them. But may we hope, that I 
you and others will change your mind, aer 
that you have looked ſo long and ſee no harm eo | 
to them thereby, but much fin and ground of ſham 
to yourſelves, I am no prophet, nor prophet's ſon, 
yet I dare venture to ſay, that your wrath, or fiery 
zeal and paſſion, and your brethrens, on this bead. 
ſhall be counted to you and them for folly (and not A 
for righteouſneſs) in after generations. 5 
Thirdly, The foreſaid citations prove, that as 
theſe ſaints were not perfect nor infallible, ſo neither 
are you; and therefore you ſhould deware © * 2 
Judging your brother, or 12 at Ne your bre- COS. 
th 


638.) 8 
thren, who are otherwiſe minded, and ſee not eye 
to eye with you anent matters of doubtful Gif puta- 
tion; James iv. 11, 12. Speak not evil one of a- 
* no:ker, brethren: he that ſpeaketh evil of his 
© brother, and judpeth his brother, ſpeaketh evil of 
. © the law, and judgeth the law ; but if thou judge 

* the law, thou art not a doer of the Jaw, but a 
© judge. There is one lawgiver who is able to fave 
: and to deſtroy. Who art thou that judgeſt ano- 
ther? See alſo the mind of the general aſſembly 
1643, which, 1 hope, you will acknowledge to be a 
rcforming aſſerably. * The ſaid aſſembly prohibits 
* and diſcharges the condenining one of another, 
* in ſuch lawful things as have been univerſally re- 
1 © ceived, and by perpetual cuſtom practiſed, by the 
mot faithful miniſters of the goſpel, and oppoſers 
' 4 5X -- -of corruption, in this kirk, fince the firſt beginning 
FS R - © of reformation to theſe times.” 
Ik l be not miſtaken, you ſeem to bg too much 
Jed ot aAvated by your own ſpitit z- yea, in ſome 
reſpects, you ſeem not to know what manner of 
"ſpirit you are of; but diſcover yourſelf to be much 
of the ſpirit of ' thoſe who deſired to have fire 
. Ig brought down from heaven to conſume the Sama- 
- > rheans; Which ſpirit Chriſt condemns and rebukes 
in New-teſtament diſciples, Luke ix. 54, 55. We 
_ ought indeed to commend ourſelves to every man's 
: conſcience, as we have acceſs and opportunity; 
1 *but not to any man's corruption or humour. 
May I be allowed to ask of you a few queſtions ? 
| Queſt. 1, Is not the true religion preſently pro- 
ese within this realm ? This, hope, you will 
grant and not deny, 
Qucſt. 2d, Is not the ſaid true religion plainly au- 
thoriſed and eſtabliſhed by the laws of the land ? 


Vea, is it t not ſo 2uthoriſed and countepanced by 
1051. ©. . lawful 
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| lawful authority, that we have acceſs to lead quiet 


religion? And this you and we do acknowledge in 


625 


and peaceable lives in all godlinels and honelty 2 
And does not this include the whole of the ue 


the following manner, in the hy nod's anſwer io 
Mr Nairn's diſſent, p. 50. biz. that ſuch ſecurity 8. * 7 
iven by the preſent civil government, unto our res: 
Foion, lives and liberties, as no other people now - 
on earth enjoys the like. 
I heartily wiſh that the true religion were as well 
rooted in the hearts of the generation,as it is warrants 
ed, authoriſed and eſtabliſhed by the laws of the land. 
Queſt. 3d, Does not the eſtabliſhed church of 
Scotland profeſs faith in Chriſt, and obedience; to. 
him ? do they not openly declare their adherence - 
to, and approbation of, our Weſtminſter confeſs 
ſion of faith and catechiſins larger and ſhorter, * 5 = 
of church government, and directory for wor- 
ſhip *? though, in many reſpects, in works they” 
deny them, eſpecially in their judicative capacity, 
both by fins of omiſſon arid commiſſion, which, © 
are the cauſes of our ſeceſſion from them; for © | + * 
have not ſeceded from them becauſe of thein above 1 
profeſſion, but becaule of their acting and walli? N 
coatrary thereunto, and their refuſing to mark 72 * 4 2 
record reaſons of diſſent or proteſtation againſꝭ h 
ſaid diſorderly practices; as alſo, becauſe o 
calting out of the church thoſe who were wreltli 
and contending againſt the foreſaid evils, in a Way 7 ol 
of communion with them; and, in thus ſhutingas?--* 
to the door, they refuſed us liberty to plead on 
our mother church, in a way of communion. wW]W] - 
them. And theſe two laſt mentioned, i. abric 3 
hindering or refuſing to matk and record dillems, * - + 
or proteltations, and their caſting them out of tbe 


This is the national profeſſion of religion, and there is no other at | 58 | 2 7 
Halen authoriſcd by the laws of this realm, "This you own, b. 18%»: 
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church who were wreſtling with them that way, I 
look upon as two chief grounds of our ſeceſſion 
from them: for by their ſaid conduct they were 
not only doing evil, but ſmothering and bearing 
down all teſtimony or witneſs againſt the ſame, 
Yea, they were and are thus ſlaying the witneſſes. 
pid they ever caſt out of communion with them 
erroncous Simpſon, or the like of him? No, they 
kept him in communion with them, though;he was 
a blaſphemer, Theſe are ſome of the grounds of 
our ſeceſſion from them, and not their foreſaid pron 


feſſion. 
See the reverend Mr Wilſon's mind, who gives 
a certain ſound on this head; and, though he be 
dead, is yet ſpeaking, page 6s in his defence, where 
his words are; The ſeceding brethren have al- 
ways refuſed that they made any ſeceſſion from 
* the church of Scotland, if the church of Scotland 
is conſidered as her principles are beld forth from 
* the word of God, in her confeſſion of faith, lar - 
* ger and ſhorter catechiſins, form of church go- 
' © vernment, directory for worſhip, and other lau- 
4 duble acts and conſtitutions of this national 
3 3 church; the ſeceding miniſters have openly de- 
SY „ce and acknowledged their adherence to all 
*theſe'i in their judicial act and teſtimony, © 
2 5 Do vou think that - we are to renounce our bap- 
| xiſmal engagements to the above proteſſjon of re- 
"Higion, or to the true religion preſently profeſſed in 
- this realm? No; we reſolve, through grace, to 
bold faſt our profeſſion without wavering. I ſay, 
do you think we are to renounce our ſaid engage- 
ments, as you have renounced your ordination 
vous f ? though you declare your Menger to your 


4 * bo of you 3 Fancy dne ran. 
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ſaid ordination engagements in the Act and tell · ; 
mony, page yth, and other papers, as above. 

I think ſtrange how ſome can ſpeak ſo raſhly or 
falſly of our mother church, as to alledge, that 
they are not profeſſing the true religion. I hope 
better things of them; yea, I hope there are a good- 
ly number therein, not only profeſſing, but allow- 
ing and approving of the ſaid true religion with 
their whole hearts, 

You alledge, pages 9th, 1oth, that our profeſicr# bo 
ſing the true religion preſently profeſſed-] in this re- 
alm, is contrary unto, or inconſiſtent with, our 


ves proteſſing an adherence to a covenanted work of 

be reformation ; but this we reſuſe, becauſe you may | 
ere as well ſay, that when we add to our faith virtue, & 
al- * and to virtue knowledge,” we add ſomething io 5% 
2m our profeſſion contrary thereunto, or inconſiſtent * 
nd therewith, which we did not profeſs before. Yea, , © ©$ 
"Mm we reſolve; not only to profeſs the ſaid true religi- +" 
ar- on, but to abide thereat, and defend the ſame to 4 
o- our lives end: or through grace to be faithful unto ; 
u- the death; which is the common ſenſe and mean- 1 1 
al ing of the above expreſſions. { But if the Lors 
e- ſervants and people be helped and directed to the 14 
ll renovation of our covenants in a conſiſtency with, 


and agreeableneſs unto, the only rule which is 


p* ven to direct us therein, then they may be indiſſes 

e- rent about other ſuppoſed et imaginary incadſt⸗ 73 
in  Rencies, Eceleſ. xii, 13. 22 
to What a ſtrange notion is it to alledpe, as you 4 4 
y. do, page 13. that when a perſon declares upon "4 
e- oath that he profeſſes and allows with his whole "BY 

n heart the true religion preſently profeſſed in this 204 | 
Ir realm; to aſſert that his ſaid oath bears an homeloe? .. 

id gation and apptobation of all the defections ank 


* 


Sor ure of thdſe who profeſs the ſaid true wy 
| 1 gion? 


K* 


(rhe wy: 


"ny ? You may as well-ſay, that you homologate 
und approve of all the defections and corruptions 
of thoſe who join with, you in the bond of the co- 
venant. You accuſe the burgeſſes, or thoſe who 
maintain the lau fulneſs of the burgeſs-oath, of re- 
nouncing the whole of the teſlimony, page 28. and 
yet there is no mention of the burgels-oath. in all 
the teſtimony; no, nor yet in the preſent bond nar 
acknowledgment of ſins prefixed thereto, - for re- 
newing the covenants, Wherefore it is evident 
that in this reſpect, as well as in many others, you 
accuſe us falſely; and lay things to our charge we. 
know not. | 
Poſſibly you, or ſome others, will object, But does. 
not folks profeſſing the true religion, and in works 
denying it, make an alteration ſin the ſaid true re- 
ligion ? ſo that it is not ſafe to 7 the true re. 
ligion which they proſeſs. | 
[ anſwer, Does folks profeſſing to know God, ad 
in works denying him, make any alteration in him 
who is the ſame to-day, yeſterday, and for. — 
Vuiͤthout any variableneſs, or ſhadow of turning? 
br, ff As little does folks profeſſing the true religion, and 
'B in works denying i it, make any-alteration in the true 
Z > ya or in the only living and true God, who is 
- #the author thereof. And tho? others in their prac- 
* ice give the lie to their profeſſion, yet it is out du- 
1 ty to profeſs the ſaid true religion, and to confeſs 
and own that we are worſhippers of the ſaid true 
5 * ©. "God, and to adorn our ſaid profeſſion and confeſſion 
. _ with a goſpel-becoming walk and converſation, ſay- 
"ing, As far us and our houſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord,“ Joſh, xxiv. 15. TY 
3 Objec. But is it not ſaid, (2 Tim. ili, 5of thoſe 
- 5 8 have a form of godlin eis, and TOY the pgwer . 
WW... thereof, we are commanded beam ſach to turn e 
, 5 
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I anſwer, rue, it is ſaid from fach turn away, 
but it is not ſaid, from it turn away, to. wit, from 
godlineſs, or from profeſſing the true religion, 
Object. But does not every ſec̃t or ſectary profeſs 
that their religion is the true religion? and the 
words rue religion are, or may be, miſapplied oo 
miſconſtructed: therefore it is not fafe to profeſs _— 
the ſaid true religion. 8 
Anſ. Is there no true religion, becauſe every ſe& 


ent or ſectary profeſs that their religion is the true re- 
you! WW ligiin? Then the devil, by transforming himſelf 
we. into an angel of light, may, by his ſervants or chil- 

43 dren, make a greater profeſſion or ee ol | 
oes religion, than any or many profeſſors. e 
(Ks Secondly, Mr Moncrieff' himſelf owns, page mo 
re that there is no other national profeſſion of religls-- A 


re- on at preſent authoriſed and eſtabliſhed by the laws 
| of this realm, but the true re igion which wE'pro-* _ - 


and feſs; ſo that the profeſſor or ſwearer needs be in 5 N 
him doubt or dubiety about what he is profeſing 6 "ij 
7er,, WH ſwearing unto, to wit, to the true, Proteſtant, re- Be — 3 *4 
g? formed religion, contained in the feriptures of the d 

and old and new Teſtament, and briefly ſummed up iu 

rue our Weſtminſter Confeſſion of faith, Catch | 


o is larger and ſhorter, Form of presbyterial church-go 
Fac» vernment, and Directory for worſhip. Thele, 
theſe only, are acknowledged, as above, by: x 
Alexander Moncrieff, to be the true religion authori- 
ſed by the laws of this realm; and this is not the — 


lion profeſſion of every ſect or ſectary; yea, this is © : - 
ſay⸗ the profeſſion of Presbyterians in Scotland. * - 26 
the Thirdly, The pure and undefiled religion, (James. Se N | 
A i. 27.) contained in the ſaid ſeri ptures, ale ; 1 
hoſe and ordinarily wreſted and mila lied ; all We OD . 
Wer therefore renounce, or refuſe to 105 els the faid 3 7 55 . 4 
ay” We undefiled religion? Such a 5 of arguing r 
1 2 = 


) N 


reaſoning has a direct tendency to make folk think 


ot believe that there is no true religion at all, or that 0 
there is no reality in religion. Little does the Rev. c 
Mr Moncrieff know what he is doing in this reſpeQ, 0 
or where he is driving himſelf and his followers. n 
What man or miniſter in all the aſſociation is ſo © 
changeable, or given to more changes, than Mr | 
Alexander Moncrieff? For inſtance, he was once tl 
zealous in adhering to his ordination-vows z now he 
is zealous for renouncing them: he was once zeal- * 
ous for the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and go- li 
; vexnment of the glorious and happy revolution: q 


church ; but now he is zealous againſt it as ſuch: 
he was once zealouſly pleading and aſſerting that he 
was a member, yea a miniſter, of the eſtabliſhed 
church; but now he is for holding or eſteeming 
them as heathen men, or publicans: he was once 
ſeceding from them, becauſe of their diſorderly 
walk and practice; but now he is for witnefling a- 


3 their whole profeſſion, as if it were antichri- 
ian. 
I You have a frequent repetition, in this and other 
papers, of the following or like queſtions, viz. Is 
not a ſwearing of contradictory oaths ſinful ? Is not 
E- |; perjury ſinful or cenſureable? Is not contumacy, or 
gnaeeglecting to hear the church, ſinful? Is not betray- 
ning and burying a teſtimony for truth, and apainſt 
- -.. error, ſinful ? Is not denying of Chriſt ſinful ? | 
3 Anſ. What perſon of common ſenſe or reaſon. 
> will refuſe or deny the above to be ſinful or cenſu- 
-- * "Fable? But, according to your view, are we hence 
do infer or aſſert, that the burgeſs-oath is a ſinful 
E  . or contradictory oath, or that they are guilty of 
pPerjury who ſwear it, or maintain and defend the 
& -_ - Jawfulneſs thereof? or that a refuſing to hear. or 
"HF ſubmit unto your new and ſehiſmatical conſtitution 
C OY, 9 r 
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of ſynod, is a negleCting or refuſing to hear the 
church, or a betraying and burying of the whole 
of a teſtimony for truth and againſt error, or a de- 
nying of Chriſt? You may as juſtly ſay, that be- 
cauſe the ſixth commandment ſays, * Thou ſhalt 
not kill,” therefore we are murderers ; or becauſe 
the ſeventh command:nent ſays, * Thou ſhalt_ not 
* commit adultery,* therefore we are adulterers, 
without any other or further proof: ſo that to be- 
lieve ſuch doctrine out of conſcience, is to betray . 
true liberty of conſcience z and the requiring of an 
implicite faith, and an abſolute and blind obedience, 
is to deſtroy liberty of conſcience, and reaſon alſo. 


| Strange! what a paſs are we come to, by mini- 

| ſters who ſeem to be in a ſpiritual rage or fever? Is 

not the generation hardened in fins that are pen 

f and manifeſt, by ſeeing and hearing ſuch bittet and 4 

: (harp contentions about matters of doubtful diſpu- 

f tation? I ſay, what a paſs are we come to by peſe a 

upon the one and, and ſcoffers and mockers Upon o 

| the other? We are become a reproach to our 

: © neighbours, a ſcorn and deriſion to them that are 

5 round about us; we are made a ſtrife unto our 

. ; neighbours, and ur enemies laugh among then: ] 

: * ſelves,” Pſal. Ixxix. 4. and Ixxx. 6. May I nog 

: venture to ſay, that a dumb aſs, ſpeaking. with "REA 
| man's voice, might warrantably forbid the ſame? -. 2 

Ny, Open rebuke is better than ſecret love, Prov, © wo 

G xxvii. 5. Yea, Balaam, though a noted ſervant ' 2 

. the devil, durſt not adventure to curſe thoſe w, a 

1 the Lord had blefſed, as ſome have preſumed s 

f pretended to do, and ſeem to glory in that We * 

a ought to be their ſhame. This, when an awake 

r. ing time comes, may ſtare you and your brethren” 

£ in the face. For my part, it is a myſtery to m6 


how fome | men, yea miniſters, have peace in ſowe "x 


1 
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" T K % * 


( 44 ) . 


of their ways of doing; but it will be a greater 
myſtery, if they die without remorſe. | 
Is not the blood of your brethrens characters and 
offices to be found in your skirts? and had you the 
civil ſword in your hand or power, it is to be fears 
ed we ſhould find the weight thereof, becauſe we 
will not bow to the image which you have ſet up, 
1 mean your Diana the new couſtirution, ich you 
and your brethren of like occupation have hong cry- 
ing up, all with one voice, theſe twelve gars and 
more, Acts xix. 34. You are not ſenſibie N much 
wood, hay and ſtubble, you have built on this toun- 
dation: and I can inform you, yea you may be aſ- 
ſured of it, that the foundation will not abide , the 
fire, far leſs the ſuperſtrufture which you are build- 
ing upon it, to wit, the condemning of the true re- 
ligion preſenily profeſſed in this realm, together 
with the renouncing of Popery. And though you 


+ and your brethren may obtain forgiveneſs, and get 


your ſouls for a prey; yet you may be aſſured that 
the Lord will take * on your hinful ways 


and inventions, Pſal. xcix 


You ate zealouſly affected in this affair, and your 


- zeal thereanent hath infected very many; fo that 


J may juſtly ſay both of you and them, that you 
© are zealouſly affected, but not well.“ Think not 
that I am become your enemy, becauſe I tell you 


the truth, Gal iv. 16, 17. Faithful are the wounds 


8 5 of a fricnd, but the kiſſes of an enemy are deceit 


4 ful, Pio. xxvil. 6. 


| Poſſibly ſome may enquire, why I do not N 
you (in the 1itle page) miniſter of the goſpel? The 


plain reaſon is, that I am ſure it is not all goſpel you 


public on this ſubjeR ; tho! poſſibly you be not ſens 
ble thereof, but readily think it is all true youſay. E· 


lihu ſays, Let me not, I pray you, accept any man 's 
3 * Foo 


e 
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174 ©. perſon, neither let me give flattering titles to man: 
for in ſo doing my Maker would [on take me 


6450 A 


| © away,” Job xxxii. 21, 22. No man is bound to 

- believe his father when he lyes. 4, 

WH 0458. But is it not very uncharitable and inde. © * 

2 cent, yea very inſolent, to all:due, that the Rev. | 

O Mr Alexander Moncrieff is gailty of lying, or bear- 

1 ing falſe witneſs againſt his ncighbour or brethren. 5 

- Anſ. 1 own it is very unbecoming the character £ 

4 of a miniſter, and far more unbecoming a proſeſſor 

1 of divinity, or teacher of young divincs, tio be guil- 

— ty of lying, or to be a falſe accuſer of the brethren. 

. Secondly, Is it uncharitable or indecent to ſay that 

e Abraham was guilty of lying, Gen. Xil, 1 3. xx. 2. 

. or that David was guilty, or had ſome ſleight this 

— way, 1 Sam. XXi, 2. Xxvii. 10, or that Peter was | 

r guilty of ſwearing both raſhly and falſely, Mat. xxvi 

u 72, 74. And Mr Monecrieff is as gvidently guilty (in -4 

et 4 my view) as any of the above, however inſenſible | 

Ut he or his brethren are thereanent. I do not fay, that * 

2 the above examples are written for our learnings 
no, they ate written for our warning, and to let us 

I ſee what extremes even the beſt will ruu or fal in- 

at to, when left to themſelves, or to the power of temp 

u tation; which ſhould teach us to pray, that we be 

pt not led into temptation, or that the Lord would 

2u ſiupport and deliver us when we are temp teu. 

ds But ſomewhat follows, yet more ſtrange * pages "0 

it- 22, 23. you aſſert, that the higheſt cenſufe f the 


thoſe who were ſwearing or maintaining the lawful 
nels of the burgeſs-oatY, but that all who: are in 


conjunction with the burgeſſes are matetially under - 
n · the higheſt cenſare of the church: tho? the great - 
E- eſt part by far of thoſe whõ are in conjunction Nie 


them have no call por occaſion to touch, raſte or 
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church was abſolntely neceſſary, not one Wards 
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handle the ſ1id oath, further than by adhering to 
the true religion, and performing their baptiſmal 
engagements, viz. our wives, and women-ſervants, 
and children, and many others. 

Some alſo have openly and practically declared, 
that though it be evident that the buigeſs. oath is 
lau ful, yet they would not judge it expedient at 
preſent to ſwear it, though they had a call there- 
unto: But, it ſeems, nothing will pleaſe you, unleſs 
they ſce, and declare it to be ſiuful, even though it 
be evidently lawful in their view. Strange tyran- 
ny, thus to lord it over the conſciences of your 
brethren or people ! May I not ſay, how forceable 
ae right words! but what doth your arguing res 

prove: 2 The curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come, Prov, 
XXVi. 2, May we obtain grace to bleſs them that 
cure us, and to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
us; ſaying, Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. 

You put me in mind of the cruel words of a cer- 
tain tyrant, who wifl'd that all his ſubjects had but 
ene neck, that he might cut them all off with one 
ſtroke. Likewile, your above aſſertion plainly 
proves, that in this reſpect you know not what 
manner of ſpitit you are of. 

-Meantime I heaitily deſire, that the burgeſſes and 


others may obtain grace to ſay, our convei ſation 


(or burgeſsſhip) is in heaven, our trade and treaſure 


is there allo. Uh for grace to believe, that the mer- 

+,” chandgiſe of Chriſt, and things above, is better than 
the merchandiſe of ſilver; and to win Chriſt, and 
to be found in him, is a better revenue than the 


fineſt gold: I fay, did men believe this, how would 


they By unto Chriſt as a cloud, and as doves to their 
| windo' $5. 'V erily it is the aft, yea, the moſt in- 
riching 
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riching way of counting, to count all loſs for Chriſt, 
Oh, for grace on ſolid ground, to ſay, Truly our 
« fe!lowſhip is with the Father, and with his Son 
« Jeſus Chriſt ;* then might we ſay to all our oppo- 
ſers, (and, in particular, to thoſe who pretend to 
excommunicate or caſt us out of the church) John 
ix. 34. 3 John 9, 10 * Aſſociate yourſelves, and ye 
© ſhall be broken in pieces; take counſel together, 
© and it ſhall come to nought ; ſpeak the word, and 
© jt ſhall not ſtand, for God is with us,” Iſaiah viii. 

, 10, | | 

x Now, however you may be puffed up with the im- 
plicite faith of ſome, who are ſo ſimple as to believe 
every word that is ſpoken or written againſt the, 
burgeſs-oath, or the burgeſſes, without weighing the 
ſame duely, as the noble Bereans did; or with the 
flattery and tale · bearing of others, who have been, 
or mey be crouching about your hand for a piece of 
bread, by obtaining the honour of being put into 
the prieſts office; I ſay, however you may be lift- 
ed up this way, yet your writings on this ſubject, 
have no weight in the balance of the ſanctuary, ſo 
far as I can diſcern, ; 

I haye read of a certain great man, who was ſo 6 
bewitched with the flattery of his ſervants or cours. © , * 7 
tiers, that they endeavoured to perſuade him, that 
his ſpittle was as ſweet as ſugar or honey ; and, in 
order to convince him thereof, ſome of them licked” 
it up before his face. | : 

May I now aſk you, Where has your pen been 
this long time with reſpect unto the overture anent 
the alledged miſtakes in the act and teſtimony ? Do 
you not behave, as if the ſaid teſtimony were per- 
fect or infallable; or, as the laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, unalterable ? We receive and embrace it 
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1 
as an help, but we do not chuſe to make it our 
only rule, far leſs to juſtif, or vindicate any inad- 
vertent or hiſtorical miſtakes,” which, upon due 


7 


ſearch, may be found therein. 
But what your view is in companing the bur- 
geſſes to Jeroboam, page 21, who made Iſrael to 
ſin, I know not. You yourſelf may eaſily diſcern, 
whether or not the compariſon or alluſion be right 
or reaſonable. Do you think, that our profeſſing 
the true religion, is a ſtate or church- politic, to 
keep us from worſhiping or ſerving the true God 
according to his own appointment; as Jerobo- 
am's making the calves at Dan and Bethel was ; for 
he knew very well, that if any of his ſubjects pre- 
ferred Jeruſalem to their chiefeſt joy, they would 
ſoon turn their backs on him and his calves both. 
We have no ſuch worldly baits or temptations, 
however worldly or covetous you reckon the bur- 
geſſes. Notice likewiſe, how far you have follow- 
ed Jerobaam's example in this, that he made prieſts 
of the loweſt of the people, 1. Kings xii. 31. And, 
in this reſpect, have you not got heaps, or heaped 
* © to yourlelves, teachers and keen defenders of your 
neu conſtitution ? But if they approve not of your 
new. conſtitution, then you have no ſervice: for 
them, though otherwiſe never ſo well qualified 
and fit for the work of the miniſtry ; yea, on theſe 

vou pour contempt and reproach, ; 
Page 19. You ſay, the inſtances of Miriam and 
Korah, and his followers, are awful and remark- 


> able to this purpoſe, 
= Anſ. 1 ſuppoſe you could not have choſen a 
ſcripture more fit for judging and condemning 
' yourſelf and your brethren of the new corſtitution 7 
for what was Korak's fin? was it not that he and 
his followers roſe up in rebellion againſt Moſes 
| "Is 
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and Aaron, and took too much upon them, by 
uſurping an authority which did not appertain or be- 
long unto them. And this you and your brethren 
have done with a witneſs, in a ſtrange and unprece- 
dented manner, by ſeeking to lord it over your 
brethren, in the faithful exerciſe of their office as a 
ſy nod. See and mind what the Lord ſays, Tſaiah 
mM 8. I the Lord love judgment, [ hate robery 
* for burnt- offering. 


' Setondly, Did not Korah and his followers refuſe 


to obey Moſes, Numb. xii. 16. when he ſent and 
called for them? And ſo did you and your brethten 
refuſe again and again to obey the ſynod, when 
called by them to the duty of conference and prayer, 
in order to theit coming, through the Lord's pity, to 
ſee eye to eye in the matter of the ſaid religious. 
clauſe. See for proof of this page 33. and 45. of 
the ſynod's act 1949. As for Miriam, ſne was puilty : 


of accuſing Moſes raſhly and falſely, Num. xii. 8, - 
And ſo are you verily 14 of aceuſing your bre 


thren both raſhly and falſely in many inſtances. 


But if your meaning be, that our refuſing EN 


ſubmit unto or approve of your new and china | 
tical conſtitution and pretended cenſures, ate'a 
evident acts of rebellion againſt God and his word; 


as Korah, Dathan and Abiram's was, Numb. wi 5 | | 4 


1, 2. Cc. then you are in a groſs miſtake or deluſion: * 
For my part, as I have hinted already, I would be 
afraid to hold up or faſten one of the ſtakes or 5H 
of ſuch a ſhiſmattical court; for, if I did fo, I 
ſhould think I were guilty of as groſs a breack of 
God's law as thoſe were guilty of who wee. 
the golden calf which Aaron made. 
Dear Sir, were you following the Lord folly ar 

wholly in this controverſy, how. cheerfully and 
Linen, would I follow 8 2 dat I am 1 1 
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leave you, and to follow your maſter, as he elcars 


up my way from his word, unto which nothing, at 


any time, is to be added, whether by new revelati- 
ons of the Spirit, or traditions of men, 


But if it be objected or enquired, how ſhall we 
know who is right or who is wrong? for Mr Mon- 
crieff declares that he and his brethren take the 
word of God for their only rule, and it is more 
than probable that he and they Know the Lord's 
mind and meaning in his word better than you 
L anſwer, © We ſpeak as unto wiſe men, judge ye. 


© what we fſay.”. As the noble Bereans did, Acts 


xvii. 11. For the ear trieth words, and the mouth 
© taſteth meat,” Job xii. 11. (2. ) There | isa way of 
noticing the Lord's mind in bis word, in which the 
* wayfaring man, though a fool, ſhall not err. If 

© the eye be fingle, the whole body ſhall be full of 
* light,” (3.) Let us ſeek light ſingly, and guide 
it tenderly. (4.) Let us beware of our own ſpirits ;.. 
for it is © the meek he will guide in judgment, and 
to the meek he will teach his way,” Pfal. xxv. g. 
(0 There is a way of knowing the errors and 


_ crooked ways both of good men and bad men, and 
hat is by their fruits. Notice the fruits of the 


new conſtitution. 1ſt, The lowing of diſcord a- 


ming the Lord's ſervants and people, who are 
+ hearty friends ro a» covenanted work of reformati- 
on. 2dly, The ſeperating of chief friends, and 
73 28 0 diviſion. 3dly, An uncharitable diſpoſition 
in thoſe who are carried away and bewitched, Gal. 


m. 1. with the diſſimulation, Gal. ii. 13. of the ſaid 


"Fx" ven who think in themſelves that they 


are righteous, and deſpiſe others, ſaying, as it were, 
Stand by. for we are holier than you.“ Athly, 
An vſurpation of a lordly dominion over the con- 
. both, Gig miniſters. 7 1 e An, 

< adden 


© ke * 3 

introducing of implicite faith and blind obedlſerice . 
to their acts and deciſions, under pain of preſent 
ſuſpenſion or depoſition, &c. . .6thly, The racking 
and diſtracting the minds of many of the. Lord's, 
people : ſo that it may make our ears tingle to hear 
of the above fruits and effects of the faid ſchiſmati- . 
cal conſtitution, 

For my part, I think it is as ealy (for thoſe who 
know and impartially conſider Presbyterian princi- 
ples) to ſee and diſcern the evil and error of the 

N ſaid new conſtitution, as it was for the Iſraelites to 
8 ſee the evil and error of Aaron's making the golden 
calf, and ſaying, Theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, 
* which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” 
No doubt it might be objected, that Aaron ænew 
more of the Lord's mind than any in the congrega- 
tion; and yet a child or ſchool-boy could not have. 
offered a more pitiful excuſe than Aaron did for. 
making the calf, Exod, xxXli. 24. So they, 
«© gave it me, then I caſt it into the fire, and' there 
© came out this calf.” | 
Howbeit, I am not alone in this matter; for has - 
are a great cloud of witneſſes teſtifying agaraſk," 
ſaid conſtitution and pretended cenſures; ved A 
miniſters of the New-teſtament, ſome 'Q how, . 
not only ſeemed to be pillars here below, bat args; 
now pillars in the temple above f ; and thong 
they be dead, are yet ſpeaking and witn "vj 
gainſt the ſaid conſtitution, with as much 2 255 1 
and n as e ſaid of Rome or 19745 vis. 
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To vit the late reverend r Eben Ersking miniſter of the 4 
urs at Saifting, Mr Ralph Ek ax of 45 goſpel at Dug- 4 
} — Ir Fames ellis we the 1 at Dundee, 
- Mr Henry Erckine iter bf Laß Lot Falkith: bins 
1 ſerved their generation (in their Lad a ate) ing (& _. 
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Living 1 ſlopt Reme's breath, and dead all be 
. 


Rome's death. ES. 
Notice alſo, the ſandy foundation, or chief cor- 
ner ſtone, of the ſaid new conſtitution, &c. viz. 
the carrying of the following vote or queſtion in 
the negative, in the aſſociate ſynod, April 9. 1747 
Whether the deciſion anent the religious Yau 


4 


in ſome. burgeſs oaths, paſſed by this ſynod" in 


April 1746, ſhall now or afterwards be mage a 
© term of miniſterial and Chriſtian communion, a 


* and until the making of the ſame to be ſo (ball. 


5 be referred, by way of overture,-unta prebyte-. 
ties and kirk-ſeſſions, in order to give their judg- 
ment thereanent, that ſo there may, in the mean 
time, be a friendly dealing among the members 
*. of this ſynod with one another, in a way of con- 
* ference and prayer, in order to their coming, thro! 
*"the Lord's pity, to ſee eye to eye in the matter of 


the ſaid religions clauſe:” I fay, the ſynod's re- 


fuſing, as above, ta make the ſaid deciſion a preſent 


term of communion, is the ſandy foundation, (in- 


Eluding Mr Thomas Mair's declaration, which he 


et given by, the ſy nod) or chief corner ſtone of 
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4H they could no longer fit with their brethren, but 
„ up to Mr Gib's houſe, and there gt au g 
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e faid new conſtitution, cemented with the blood 

- of their brethrens'charafters and offices who would 

= Dot run with them to this ſchiſmatical and diſprder- 

P conſlituion, Which conſiſted only of 23 mem- 
pers, whereas the 2 ſederunt conſiſted of 52 


members before they ſeparate from them, _ See 


for proof of this page 4th and sth of the fynod's 


alt for ſupplies 1749. I ſay, their wrath was ſo 
Hot, and their anger ſo outragious, merely becayſe 
Their raſh decree was ſo muzzl-d or bridled, that 
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of new light, or rather darkneſs, which never 
could wide the light of God's word, being utter ">" 
incapable of ſcripture proof; I mean their ne, 
and ſchiſmatical conſtitution; whereby the Lord, 
in righteous judgment, anſwered them according to 
the idpls of their hearts: and thus, by their breaking 
the hene of Presbyterial order, he ſuffered the fer- 
pent"to bite or beguile them, Eccleſ. x. 8. 2 Cor. 
15 is recorded to the honour of Iſrael, that at, | 
the commandment of the Lord they journeyed, ard. 
at the commandment of the Lord they reſted and 
abode in their tents, and did not journey, except. © 
in the caſe of thoſe who weat e ce W 
the hill, at which time Moſes teſtihed againſt them, 3 
and expreſly forbad them, which the ſynod likewiſ e: .. 
practically did, with reſpect to their brethren, be, * 
ſchilmatically and preſumptuouſly ſeparate from ' 
them on the gth of April 1747, and went up io Ml 
Mr Gib's houſe on the 10th, I lay, the ſynod pras-. 
tically teſtified againſt them, by their ſitting (till iq - 
Briſto church, where they firſt conſtituted rhe fads - 
ſynod, upon the 5th off the ſaid month of April; 9 
and continued their meetipgs in the ſaid church of 
the 10th or 11th of the faid month, and then 
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journed to meet at Stirling. 12 92 1 10 
It likewiſe has a ſpeaking language, that t . 1 
I reverend miniſter formerly mentioned, ho took ! 
upon him, without leave asked or given, to declare. 
that the power of the aſſociate ſynod was devolyed. 1 
55 upon him and his brethren, who were condemning, ' 2 
| the religious clauſe of the burgeſs oath, and went N | 
| up to Mr Gib's houſe, as before obſeryed: I e it,” by | 


I has a ſpeaking language, that the ſaid miniſſet has 
bene power, nor part, nor ſhare, nor Fee , . © 


J a od er piesbytery whatſomever, for he l 4 
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FF ſent $ though l own it is better to be no member of 
any ſynod, than to be a member of one th at is 


ſehiſmatical and diſorderly. 


It is likewiſe obſervable, that this raſh decree or ; 
deciſion, in calling the religious clauſe. of the bur- 


geſs oath ſinful, was carried by mere ſtratagem, on 
the ſecond week of a ſynod, when more than one 


half of the conſtituent members were abſent (ſee 


for proof of this page 33d of the ſynod's act for 
ſupplies 1749) and even then was ſolemnly proteſt. 
ed againſt by ſeveral members of the fynod, as * 
ſinful decree or deciſion, and could never ſince à- 
bide the judgment of the aſſociate {ynod when fully 
met. It is likewiſe to be noticed, that the reference 
thereof to the ſj nod was litewiſe clandeſtine, or in 
a thin meeting, without the advice or conſent of 


the majority of the members of the presbytery from 
Which the reference came. See for proof of ihis 


page 11.5. of their own acts, &c. Certainly there 


muſt be error in judgment, yea in the judgment of 
that thin ſynod, in calling the religious clauſe of the 


bargeſs-oath ſinful, when, upon the ſtricteſt ſearch, 
it is found evidently lawful, and agreeable to the 
word of God, and the good and wholeſome laws 
both of church and ſtare. Sure your tenaciouſneſs 
in continuing to call it ſinful proceeds from ſome - 


- "thing worſe than an error in judgment; there ſeems 


to be ſomething elle at bottom than the condemnin of 


of the ſaid religibus clauſe ; it is known'to'yourk 


whether or no the knotty point, &c. Sc. be the 


_ _ thing you had or have chiefly in vie. 


Lour conduct in this affair puts me in mind of the 


conduct of Iſtael, when there was no king or magl- 
fende in the land to, put them to ſbame;" every man' 
- * did that which was right i in noun. eyes 
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. You know there is no general aſſembly in the aſ- 
ſociation at preſent, to cenſure or put you or your 
brethren to ſhame for your .raſh, and ſchiſmatical, 
and calumniating conduct: but do not you and we 
profeſs to be on the road to the general aſſembl ang 
church of the firſt-born ? what a pity is it then 
that you or we ſhould fall out by the way, or dilca-. 
ver a ſpirit ſo unlike to the ſpitits of juſt men made 
perfect? yea, do we not expect: and hope to come 
unto Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant? If 
© there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 

| comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit. 

a tif any bowels and mercies, fulfill ye our joy, bat 

© ye de like minded, having the ſame love, being of 

one accord, of one mind,” Philip. ii. 1, 2 

Page 10. you accule the ſynod of giving an ex- 

5 preſs allowance to all under their inſpection to 
ſwear the religious clauſe of the burgeſs ab. 
Anſwer. Lou are miſtaken or miſinformed in this 
reſpect. But, ſecondly, I a ſynod ſhould forbid to 

. marry, and command to abſtain from meats which ß 

5 God hath created to befreceived with thankſgivingß ; 4 
would it. be any crime in the next ſynod to inſorm 


— — 
— 


0 * 
- Ky . " 
—» Ig = > mr Na 


. 
m «> 
« 2 4 > 
* . A 
> S 2 + 


— 


* 
i 
7 
1 
* 
k 
k 
* 
"= 
; 
9 


. thoſe who are under their inſpection, that this is not 4 
3 ſound doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 3. and alſo to acquaint» +2 
ö them that God had created theſe, to wit, matriage.ñ 
fy and meats, to be received and uſed with thankſgi: ä 


ving? Or could any hence infer, that the ſyndd 
| had 2 appointed or commanded all under 
1 their inſpection to marry, or to eat ſuch and ſuch 

8 meats, unleſs the people ſee it both lawful and ex 
pedient to do ſo ? Even ſo, the aſſociate ſynod on - 


dis head have declared, that the religious clauſe in 
1 the burgeſs-oath may be ſworn. in truth, ripghteonl- 
\' | <6 and judgment, by thoſe who judge it expedient 
% ö HL BM On.“ . 5 | Ol to 
* 1 Heb. ali, 23, 24. | | | 
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| 1747, pages 22, 


Lord's ſervants and people? 


I make my brother to offend.” 


= be laid aſide and renodnced : but to renounce or 


1 ſed in this realm, which Is re "anto, an 
bdbounded upon, the word of God, and plainly au- 
3 i - -thorifed and eſtabliſned by the good and wholeſome 

nt 15 Jaws of the land: I ſay, to renounce, or to refuſe 


s profeſs theſe, this indeed is a mere temptation, 
and might juſtly be conſtructed a tenouncing of our 


ee engagements; yea, this would be a ma- 


. lifted up in defence of the ſaid true religion ; {6 
that it may be amazing or aſtoniſhing to hear tell 


Re 90 ſuch a propoſal, which is fo far from having any 
* PRs ight in the balance of the ſanuary, that it is 


Sper, than' vanity, even in the balance of com- 


E 19, it is obſervable, that in quoting of the re 


x to ſwear the ſame. This is all the expreſs allow* \ 
ance whict, you or any other can juilly talk of. See 
act of the aſſociate ſynod met at Stirling, Oct, 29. 


Object. But «bs of not the religious clavſe in the 
burgeſs oath be laid aſide or renounced for peace 
fake, ſeeing it gives ſuch offence to many of the 


Anſ. Indeed, if it were a matter indifferent, ſuch 
as the eating or not eating of fleſh, we might or- 
ought to ſay, If meat make my brother to offend, 
© I will cat no fleſh while the world ſtandeth, teſt 


Hi, If P&A wh .. qz a wi* 4 Wit ow 


Bat, Secondly, If the burgeſs oath were a ſinful | 
or contradictory oath, then it ſhould in any ways 


3 refuſe to profeſs the trne religion preſently ** 


terial renouncing of the aft and teſtimony, which is 


EMS; mon ſenſe or teaſon. See for proof of this the Y, 
Logeſaid act of fyncd, Oct. 29. 1747, pages 22, 23. 


dus clauſe of the burgeſs oath, you deal unfair, by 2 
8 ping out the tenouneing of Laser call ſollows in 
{ha * yen Pages — 8 — 


a „ . - 


"Ga ) | 
that we are threatened with an inundation of dong, 


idolatry (you might have added, and tyranny). 


wonder though you endeavour to conceal your fool. 
iſhneſs and raſhneſs in condemning the renouncing 

of Popery, which: you and your brethren, by your 
raſh deciſion in April 1746, have declared to be ſin- 
ful, as well as the profeſſing of the true religion. 
Sure if there be any reformation in condemning the 
religious clauſe of the burgeſs-oath, then our re- 
formation thereanent is not by a Preſbyterial, but 
by a Prelatic ſpirit, if not a worſe, 3 John ix. 10. 

It is likewiſe obſervable, that bb is not parti- 
cularly nor expreſly renounced and abjured in the 
preſent bond and acknowledgment of fins for re- 

newing our covenants. Whether it has been in- 
duſtriouſly or inadvertently kept out, I ſhall not 
determine; but in this neglect, as alſo it ſome o- 
thers, we have not gone forth by the footſteps of .- 
the flock, to wit, our reforming forefathers. +++; Re v4 

And I hereby inform you, that you will not ger — 
regularly forward in covenanting work without hee Ml 
burgeſles ; yea, I am pretty certain God | hath pro; 
vided ſome better way f for us, ſo that you, with - 
out us, ſhall not get forward after the due order: 48 75 1 
© for, becauſe you did it not right at the firſt, God 
* hath made a breach on you and us both, 1 Chr. 5 2 
xv. 13. But judgment ſhall return unto W „ | 
* ouſneſs, and all right- -hearted burgeſſes and other 
* ſhall follow aſter it. A 

Ohjection. But do you notice the harmony 2. 
unanimity of the members of the new conſtitution” nx 
in their acts and proceedings in Mr Gib's houſe? is = I 2 
it poſſible that good men | can, be harmonious or un- 2 
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+ I mean a way more conform to the ſcri 


Wile more conform to ue footſteps of the ma 9 wi, * * 1 by 
Onion they, P . 
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. | 
animous in any evil thing, or in any bad work or 
care ? _ | 
Anſwer. Notice the harmony and agreement that 
took place betwixt Simeon and Levi (Gen. xlix. 5, 


6, 7.) while inſtruments of cruclty were in their 1 


hands and hearts; yea, their wrath was curſed and 
cruel, and their anger outragious, Gen. xxxiv. 25, 
2dly, It is obſervable, in your acts and proceed. 


ings in Mr Gib's houſe, you ſay __ and again, 


that you find your brethren have caſt away or loſt all 
power of (or title unto) the keys of the kingdom of 


heaven, &c. And this puts me in mind of that 
which Joſeph's brethren ſaid unto their father of 


of Joſeph's coat, * Lo, this we found, know if it be 


your ſon's coat,” Gen. xxxvü. 31, 32. Here are ten 


men, the ſons of an Iſraelite, indeed harmoniouſly 


. © agreeing to impoſe upon their father, by framing and 
= ©: forging a groſs and manifeſſ lie willingly and witting - 

ly; and this continued in for more than 22 years as 
before obſerved. Notice alſo their harmony in ſtrip- 


ping Joſeph of his ſaid coat, and dipping it in goat's 


blood. And ſo yon, and your brethren of the new 
conſtitution, pretend to ſtrip the ſynod of their ſy- 
nodical power, by dipping your hands in the blood 
of their ſacred offices and characters, which is to be 
found in your skirts. 


Objection. You ſay in ſome of your writings, that 


the ſynod's deciſion, anent the ſaid religious clauſe, ' 
was one of the overtures for peace: and what dif: , 


Lanfwer,Thediftcrenceis very great and conſidera- 


ble ʒ for, had your deciſion or act of ſynod been brought 
forward in the form of an overture to the ſynod, then 
the ſynod could, with honour, and credit, have a- 
ended or corrected it; yea, they might have re- 
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cerved or rejected it according as they. found. 
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: ference (may ſome ſay) is there between an act and 
.. ſentence of ſynod, and an overture ? 


. 


ground ; none of which they can eaſily or bo- | 
"ably do after it is enacted and declared bv the 
{ynod to be finful : yea, you may ſee what pe · vecſe 
diſputings and evil ſurmiſings you have been gailty 
of in your anſwers to the reaſons of diſſent and pro» . Þ}F 
teſt which were given in againſt your ſaid decifion gz 
and much more perverſeneſs and evil ſurmiſings 
has taken place in framing and defending your new . - 
and ſchiſmatical conſtitution, merely becauſe your 
ſaid deciſion is not approven or made a.preſent term 1h 
of communion, It is ordinarily given as an evident —. 4 
mark of a bad tate, when the perſon or perſons ae 
averſe or unwilling to have it brought to the We > --£ 
ſtone or trial of God's word, So it is a certain mat 
or evidence of a bad church a& or decifit, re ohh 
the framers or makers thereof are averſt af „ Cs 
to allow it to be duly and timeouſly weighed in 1 
balance of the ſanctuary by presbyteries and Kick» 7 14 
ſeſſions, eſpecially before it be Wer a term of ert 
munion. 
O! for pity to a generation he are a 
that there is no reality in religion; no realit; 
in the ſaving operations of thy Spirit on the hearts 
of thy people; no reality in communion. and fel- DE 
lowſhip with the Father and with his Son Jeſus.” 
Chriſt, O! that theſe who think or ſpeak ſo would: 
but come and ſee ; then might they experience, that |” A 
the very grape-gleanings, -which are to be found a- 
bout Chriſt's hand, his houſe and doors, are deze * 
than the vintage of the world. Wo 
Thus I am preſt to ſpeak and to invite them, wha -. 
Far are ſaying, as it were, Can any good come out of Ga-. 


ght lilee? or can any good come out of the ſeceſſion ? or 

hen is there any good to be got among the Seceders, who, © > 
e a. are every where ſpoken againſt, whoſe coutentions 

e. ate ſo ſharp, that they have departed aſunder 
jult one 8 another ? But this we hope the Lord will. 
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over-rule}for the good of Zion, whatever failings be 
among the Seceders. He has glorified his name in 
Scotland, and we hope he will glorify it yet again, 

I do hereby likewiſe inform you, that now, after 
deliberate conſideration, I fee it my duty to declare 
my adherence unto the following copy of a letter 
on the ſame ſubject written by me, and directed to 
one who was a member of your new conſtitution, 
but is now withſtanding you and them to the face, 
and teſtifying againſt your ſaid conſtitution and pre- 
tended cenſures: and though you and your archers 
have ſhot ſore at him and his brethren, yet their 
bow doth abide in ſtrength, and their arms are made 


ſtrong by the hand of the mighty God of Jacob; 
þ 6 - . Jo that they have ground to ſet up their Ebenezer, 


- Lying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped : tifis ſnare 
i broken, and we are eſcaped. 


The letter follows, 


*. 
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The Rev. Mr Alexander Moncrieff Mi- 
niſter at Abernethy, or any pfelent Mi 
Member of the New (or Pretended) =; 9M 
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| ; | | 2 Pres . + 7 
[Second edition, with enlargements. TEC 


.- 

» Rev, and Dear Sir, : Eros TED Ky 3 . 
1 AM ſorry our contentions are growing G Harp- 
that, in all appearance, we are departing aſun-— 

der one from another (4); yea, there ſeems to. 


. 
* 


Po 


be little proſpect or probability ef our meeting in 5 H 
judgment, while ſojourning here; matters being 
carried on in ſuch a violent and diſorderly manner. 


by thoſe you join with. And tho? it is to be feared, 2 _ 
that any thing I ſay will have little weight, conf» 
dering how little regard is paid by thoſe yu om 
with, to that which your reverend fathers an&bre= wh 4 
thren have ſaid on the head; their words and;writ +4 
being accounted by your party as idle tales, it get 5 3 
worſe : yet as I deſire to be ready always i ee 
* A 0 pe | + | 


xeafori i 
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reaſon to every one that asketh me (b), ſo I deſire 
likewiſe, in my ſtation, to ſay to Archippus, or to 
our reverend miniſters, © Take heed to the miniſtry 
* which you have received of the Lord, that you 
„fulfill it, Col, iv. 17. So your late ſervant having 
acquainted me, that you was deſirous I ſhould write 
my mind to you anent our preſent difference or ſi- 
tuation; I ſhall freely and ingenuouſly give you my 
mind thereanent. 

As, firſt, With reſpe& to the ſynod's ſentenee, 
anent the religious clauſe of ſome burgeſs oaths, I 
look upon it as raſh and unguarded ; yea, though 
the matter and deſign thereof were good, yet I 
would think it my duty to teſtify againſt the violent 
manner of carrying on the ſaid ſentence and act, as 
a manifeſt breach of good rules and order in the 
church, Phil. ii. 3. © Let nothing be done through 
< ſtrife or vain-glory ; but, in Jowlineſs of mind, 
let ech eſteem another better than himſelf.” As 
alſo contrary unto the barrier acts (c), of which 
they were frequently put in mind, 


Alſo 

- 003 Peter ii. 15. > a 
(e) Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Avguſt 30. 1639. Seſſ. 23. A anent 
© adviſing with ſynods and presbyteries, before determination, in novations, 
I be general aſſembly conſidering, that the intended reformation 
being recovered, may be eſtabliſhed, ordains, That no novation, 
_© which may diſturb the peace of the church, and make diviſion, be 
- *: ſuddenly proponed and enacted: but fo as the motion be firſt com- 


- © municate to the ſeveral ſynods, presbyteries and kirks, that the 


matter may be approved by all at home, and commiſſioners nay 


come yell prepared, unanimouſly to conclude a ſolid deliberation 


upon theſe points in the general aſſembly.” 


Aſſembly at St Andrews and Edinburgh, Aug. 6. 1641. Sell. 14. 


All anent nouations. 


— 


"ib 


oy ince i bath pleaſed God to vouchſafe the liberty of yearly ge- 
I © neraFaffeimblies, it is ordained, according to the a0. of the aſſem- 
- bly at Edinburgh 1639, and at Aberdeen 1640, That no novation 
den dofiine,* worſhip or government be brought in or practiſed in 
-  *-xhis kk; vh!-(5 it be firlt propounded, examined and* allowed in 
- _ ©" theþeneral aſſembly : and that tranſgreſſors in this kind pe ccuſu- 
rect presbyteries and, ſy nods,” . 


SO: % IN 
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on every day, and from every pulpit, without the advice or conſenpitt | 


able, 938 with reſpect to matters of doubtful diſputation)j either f N .+ 
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Alſo I think it my duty to teſtify againſt their re- 
faſing to allow their faid ſentence and · act to be due- 
ly and timeouſly weighed in the balance of the 

ſanctuary, by presbyteries and kirk- ſeſſions. 1 ſay, 

I look upon this refuſal as ſmelling rank of a lordly 

dominion over your brethren, the thing being new, 
and of doubtful diſputation, even among the moſt* C 
zealous, learned and experienced members of the 
faid ſynod (4). And if thoſe you join with conti- 
A 2 nue 


Alſo contrary unto the Confeſſion of faith, chap. III. ſect. 4... 
© All ſynods and councils ſince the apoſtles times, whether general © +. 
or particular, may err, and many have erred : therefore they ars 2 
not to be made the rule of faith and practice, but to be uſed as an y 
help in both ? + 1 

(4) How perplexing and difficult muſt this then be to the weak-of k % 


the flock, and contrary unto Rom. xiv. 1. Him that is weak igt Fe "+-5M 
faith, receive you; but not to doubtful diſpurations:* 'I fag, Ae * 
not the raſh and haſty making and puſhing of thisuct (as a term of 7 
Chriſtian communion) a direct tendeney to has or diſtract the ©, 
minds of many GK the Lord's people, or involve them in the guilt 
of implicite faith, and blind obedience or ſubmiſſion? .. I am not 1 
ſpeaking without book on this head: for I was an ear-witneßz, where N 
J heard the above act (materially and publicly) made a term of Chri- 2 
ſtian communion, and that even before ever the ſynod anſwered tue 
reaſons of proteſt againſt the ſaid act. Yea, this was delivered with. its 
the firſt public notes that ever I heard that reverend and worthy mi-W 
niſter, Mr Alexander Moncrieff, deliver from our pulpit on that head. 
declaring, (to this purpoſe) That if we ſaw not the finfulneſs of the 44 
religious clauſe in that oath, or were not ſingly lying open for light, 
ſo as to ſee the ſame to be ſinful, (no ſuppoſition was made of aux 
poſſibility or probability of ſeeing the ſaid religious clauſe to be la w- 
ful) then we were unworthy, or unfit for approaching unto the Lord's 
table. I make no doubt of his deſign being good: alſd it is with grief 
of heart that I am obliged thus to withſtand the ſaid reverend and &x- ; 3 
rienced miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. But if miniſters (or matter he l. 4 5 


„ 


owed to go on at this rate, then we may have new terms of cfm, 7 9 
= *, ; x : 
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cher of ſynod, presbyteries or Kirk- ſeſions. And if this be age: 


. N 


unto the word of Ged, or our Presbyterian principles and conſtitu- 
tion, then I have loſt my skiil (and underſtanding) of both- And. 
whatever high pretences of zeal ſome are making on this head, yer 
Lean inſtruet, that (in ſome reſpeQts) they are but ſtraining at nate, 
* I = | . Me | += 44 
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nue to vindicate their above refuſal, then we have 
no ſuch approven cuſtom in the church of Scotland 
in her pureſt times, 1 Cor. xi, 16. But if any man 
* ſtem to be contentious, we have no ſuch cuſtom, 
* neithep*the churehes of God.” „ 

 Second:y, As I look upon the ſaid act to be raſh 
and unguarded, fo I look upon the late ſeparating 
and rending of the aſſociate ſynod, which was done 


by thoſe you join with, to be wuch more raſh and 


un Warrantable. 3 | 


J make ne doubt of their deſign, and yours, be- 
ing good; neither am I ſo unchaxitable as to think 


that you or your brethren would knowingly do evil 


that good might come. 


and ſwallowing camels, with reſpect to ſins that are (and have been) 


n and maniteſt, which he that runs may read. 6+ 3 £230] 
N. B. Ihave tried private converſations, yea ſeſſional petitions, 


repreſentations aud proteſtatiops, which have been either ſmothered, 
or rejected, or unanſwered; before I took this ſtep. (This was in 


Nr George Brown's time, a little before he uſurped a negative. over 
the ſeſſion.) And, durſt 1 hold my peace, er could J get my ſelf dply 
exonered, by ſighing in ſecret, no man ſhould hear my voice, or lee . 


my. writ in this manner, As alſo, I think it my duty 1q teſtify a- 


ainſt theſe reverend brethren who are now practically ſayiugAmen to 


e above new term of communion. Yea, -how affecting and afflia, 


ing is it to ſee and hear ſome miniſters ſa imprudent (or cruel) as tg 


feed (or propoſe to feed) babes with ſtrong mens meat, by mingling, 
(or defiling) their prayers, preachings = lectures, (or judicial acts, 


Viz. as terms of communion) with matters of doubtful diſputation, 


- tending alſo to blaſt their brethrens reputation, and to gender ſtriſes, 


Fs, hs 
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IB rather than godly cdifying, which is in faith. Though, I freeiy 


own, I have been informed and inſtructed by the writings which have 


deen Pues on both ſides of the queſtion, eſpecially thoſe lately 
ce mmitte 


by the reverend Mr Ralph Erskine, and others of bis reve. 


3 rend brethren ; yet, I think, it 1s very unſuitable to entertain people 
wy .-with ſuch ſubjcQs at ſolemn occaſieps, eſpecially ſuch of them as bave 


Do call to touch, taſte, or handle the ſaid oath, nor capacity to un- 


derſtand the ſeme, though declared unto them; an4 yet far wore 


unſuitable, and unfcaſonable (preſently) to make them terms 0 
Chriſtian communion, — . 3 2 7 
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But we may charitably think, that Uzza had 3g 
good a deſign as any of you; yea, it is probable 
he thought there was no ather or better way of 
holdiag vp the ark, when the oxen ſhook it, than 
the way he took; yet it is evident that his deed Was 
raſh and diforderly, 1 Chron. xiii; 9, 10. which 
ſhould teach miniſters and others to beware of put- 
ting to their hand to the ark, or work of God, in a 
raſh and diſorderly manner, without divine or ſorip- 
ture warrant, even at a time when thoie who bear 
the ark may be ſtumbling. : : 
And this is it which chiefly offends and ſtumbles. 
me, and many others, with your party, viz. your 
nat contending and ſtriving after the due order (e) ®, 
Tea, though we had a firlot of good deligns, . yer © 4 
a bowe of them will not fill a lippy, fo as to juſtiſ j; 
or extenuate the guilt of bad actiens, or rah an = 
diſorderly ſteps. It ought to be duely noticed, hatt 
it is only a diſorderly walk or tract, and gg 3 +5 
diforderly deed or act, that will warrant even x a 
withdrawing from any brother, 2 Theſſ. iii. 6. Ang, 7/5 
yet far leſs does it warrant the breaking, or tending FILE: 
| 3 of an orderly and right conſtituted ſys. "wn 
If matters go on at this rate, divifons and ſepa-- © 


| ; | 8 
rations may be endlcls in a church, Where n@/divie, +4723 
fions ought to be. | Wa 


+ Be it indeed that the ſynod had ſlipt or exred ; was d 
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| 2 Chron. xv. 13. | e 
ject. Could there be any thing more diſorderly, than gat j, 
which vas the occaſion of —— = ſy nod? N * N Sf: > + 
Arſw. As matters then ſtood in the ſynod, there could benathing -/ 

more ſuitable for getting the oath deliberately and judicioully en-. 
dem ned, if ſinful; or juſtified, if lawful ; nothing mort epedient. i 
or more tending towards healing: I ſay, there could nothing (iu my 2 
view). been more fitly or ſeaſonably propoſed for the above ends or.” * . 
for preventing forward or lelf-wilied miviſters from lordimg it-oyer © 
the conſcierces of their brethren, or people who diflered fremthem. 
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there no other way of recovering, but by breaking 
and rending them aſunder? Is it the way to reco- 
ver a man from a fall, to break his back, or to tear 
one of his legs from another > were all other doors 
and means of healing or conviction ſhut or blocked 
up ? 

"Yet how melancholy is it to ſee ſome who have 
been chiefly inſtrumental m rending the. ſynod, 


as above; I ſay, how melancholy is it, that they 


ſeem to glory the: ein, as ſome wonderful appearance 
or work of God for his church Yea, they ſeem to 


| behave as if their acts or decrees were perfect or in- 


fallible (, and think it ſtrange that we run not 
with them to the ſame extremes; ſpeaking evil of 
us, yea and accuſing us as apoſtates, or guiby of 
apoſtaſy, as rejecters and deſpiſers of the command 
and authority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; merely be- 
cauſe we walk not willingly or implicitely after their 
commandments and t1aditions, or have not freedom 
preſently or practically to ſubmit unto or approve 
of their new conſtitu ion and acts. 

1 ͤnever thought that your brethren, or you, would 
have made fo little bonds of keeping the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. If you be to ſtrive, 
why not; yet ſtrive lawfully and fairly. Let us ſee 
for this 2 Tim. ii. 5. And if a man alſo ſtrive for 

* the malierics, yet is he not crowned except he 
* ſtrive lawfully, Let us fee alſo the 14th and 23d 
verſes ; © Of theſe things put them in remembrance, 


* "charging them before the Lord, that they ſtrive. 


© not abont words to no profit, but to the ſubvert- 


L ing of the hearers.— But fooliſh and unlearned 


« queſtions avoid, knowing that they do gender 


I 
8 


or, as the lays of the Medes and Perſians, unalterable, | 


* ' 


($53 

1 look upon it as a noble and commendable ſtrife, 
to ſtrive againſt fin, * to contend earneſt!y for the 
faith which was once delivered to the ſaints, (to 
«© be yaliant for the truth upon the earth,” Jude 3. 
Heb. xii. 3, 4. yea, it is a ſtrife and contention in 
which we ought to reſolve, through grace, both to 
live and die, Acts xxiv. 1 6. | 

Thirdly, Having read and conſidered your new 
conſtitution and acts, I am forry I have ground to 
ſay, that your brethren with whom you join, and 
whoſe deeds and acts you either tacitely or verbally 
approve, have laid many and grievous things to 
their brethrens charge, which they cannot prove. 

As for inſtance, page 10. of the introdustion, line 
4.—they inſinuate or aſſert, That Mr Erskine's par- 
ty do conſtruct or explain our covenants as binding, 
or obliging to unity, without truth, or in oppoſitt- 
on to the teſtimony of Jeſus, Page 11. of the act, 
line 3.—they ſay, * That their brethren were not 
asking underſtanding to diſcern judgment, and 
* that there was no judgment in their goings ; but 
that the Lord was provoked to leave them unto 
* counſels of their own.” And line 31.—they ſay, 
They were awfully left of God to behave in opent ' 
contradiction to the name and nature of à court 
© of Chriſt, 


Page 20. near the cloſe, they accuſe their ſaid 


- brethren of aſſuming to themſelves an arbitrary 


power, and employing it againſt Chriſt, and for bu 
Tying his truth, cauſe and intereſt. | 30S 
Yea, page 21. line 3.—they accuſe them not on- 
ly as ſubverters, but obſtinate ſubvertets, of that 
order Which Chriſt hath commanded. in his houſe. 
Yea, which is yet more ſurpriſing, page 5. line 
27. they accuſe them as guilty not only of drop» | 
ping, but even of abjuring, or allowing the abju- 


ration of the whole of the teſtimony. Take | 3 
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Take the above as a ſwatch of that which your 
brethren and you have. inadvertently, yea unchari- 


tably and unjoſtly, laid to your brethrens charge. 


How unlike is this to the character of a citizen of 
Zion, delcribed, Plal. xv. 3. He that backbiteth 
not with his tongue, nor doth evil to his neigh. 


' © bour, not taketh up a reproach againſt his neigh- 


* bour? 
How ĩnexcuſable and inconſiſtent are they in judg 


| ing their brethren ! 


Do they not evidently and directly thereby con- 


demn themſelves, while they do the ſame or like 


things which they condemn their brethren for? 
Rom. ii. 1. As for inſtance; page 5., line 4. of the 


introduction, your party does grant and aſſert, that 


they were averſe from the very thoughts of having 
the reaſons of protęſt entered upon at Stirling; for 


this cauſe among others, that if once the reaſons 


and anſwers ſhould be formally entered upon at the 


ſynod, then there was {till the leſs proſpect of heal- 


ing : conſequently they, themſelves being judges, 


do, by the above grant and aſſertion, judge arid 


condemn themſelves, for not going into ſome heal- 


ing overture, rather tau rend afunder and break 
the ſynod, merely becauſe the ſaid reaſons and an- 


ſwers were not firſt, or formally, entered open Af 


Edinburgh. 


Lea, page 5. of the act, line 8. hey ateuſe 


their brethren of voting, in theſe two votes, anent f 
referring, by way of overture, the eonſidetation 


of the ſaid act to presbyteries and kirk ſeſſions, be- 


cauſe they alledged they were parties in the ſaid votes: 
and yet, page 5. line 36. of the introduction, your 1 
party does aſſert and affirm, that the above vote of 
Votes was a point entirely diſtin from what had 
deen before converſed about. Yea, though it were 
due, which is evidently a miſtake, that they were 
_— pry | 
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parties in the ſaid two votes; yet how comes it to 
paſs that your party does, in the moſt violent and 
diſorderly manner, ſuſtain themſelves, not only 
judges, but ſole judges and condemners, of the ſaid 
two votes (h) ; though they were directly and im- 
mediately parties, by their proteſtations, againſt 
them : yea, this they do. without regularly giving 
nin their reaſons of proteſt, or waiting the ſynod's 
anſwer, in defence of the lawfulneſs and expedi- 
ency of the ſaid two votes. | IL 
Yea, which is yet more inconfiſtent, your party 
does ſuſlain themſelves ſole judges and approvers of 
their own anſwers; yea, ſole judges and condemn- 
ers of their brethrens reaſons of proteſt, as if they -. 
were all ſpoken at random. Are they not inex- 
cuſeable, inconſiſtent and unreaſonable, in the above 
or like reſpects? I ſay; are not the above ſteps, not 
only diſorderly, but fertile of diſorder, as cerrain, 
alſo, of your own party have faid F on another 
head (i). | £ 


* 
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Yea, I doubt much, if ever the parallel of ſuß 
a groundleſs and raſh ſeparation was ever heard dl, 
accompanied with ſuch a raſh judging, and ſetting 
at nought, of thoſe who differ from them, Rm. 
XIV. 10. But why doſt thou judge thy brother? or; 7, 8 
* why doſt thou ſet at novght thy brother? for we. 
* ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt.” 

= T7 "Tis to be feared, yea, I had almoſt ſaid, it ſeems 

\ glaringly evident, that there's more humour, ana 
party or precipitant zeal, in the above new conſti?s- 
tution and acts, (ſomething like that in Luke ix, 49,” | 


; 2 4 
| B | 50, 
794 | : 5 4 

2 - ? 
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Y Pi. By ſeparating, and rending the ſynod, as FRAY 
+ Viz. Mr Adam Gib writing againtt Mr Whitefield. , . + _ / 
; 22 0) This is the diſorderly way that your party comes HARMONT 
5 usr to conclude matters, p. 11. of the intraguttion to the att. 


( to) 


50, 54, 55. (Y, than true zeal or matter of conſch. 


ence. And whatever reverence or reſpect I owe to 
you, and your worthy and learned brethren, whom 
L love and deſire to honour ; yet I owe no reve» 


rence nor reſpect to ſin, whereſoever or in whom 


ſoever I ſee it. 


Upon the whole, it ſeems evident, that the an- 


ger of the Lord hath divided us: we have much 


need to ſeek of the Lord, that he would ſhew us 


wherefore he contendeth with us. Certainly there 
is a cauſe ; doubtleſs Iſrael hath ſinned, and com- 


mitted a treſpaſs in the accurſed thing ; which ought « 
to cauſe great ſearchings of heart among us. Our 


zeal, as well as our faith, ought not to ſtand in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power, and on the word 
cf God (!). Alſo, we may fee from 1 Cor. xill. 4. 


that cnarity vaunteth not itſelf, or is not raſh, as in 
'the margin. 5 


Gal. iv. 16, 17. Am I therefore become your 


enemy, becauſe I tell you the TRUTH? They 


© ZEALOUSLY affect you, but not WEIL.“ 


919 


0) Luke ix. 49. * And John anſwered and faid, Maſter, we ſaw 
* one caſting out devils in thy name; and we forbade him, "becauſe 


he followeth not with us.” 


Ver. 50. * And Jeſus faid unto him, Forbid him not : for he that 
is not againſt us, is for us. 
Ver. 54. And when his diſciples, James and John, faw this, they 


© ſaid, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from | 


© heaven, and conſume them, as Elias did? 
Ver. 55. But he turned. and rebuked them, and ſaid, Je know 


not what manner of Ipitit ye ate of.“ 


(1) 1 Cor, ii. 5, 


WW, 0 0 
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APPENDIX: 


I Shall further propoſe and anſwer ſome objections 


which are ordinarily made on this ſubject. 


Object. We wonder you are not wearied, or al- 


together diſcouraged from ſpeaking or meddling 


further with the church, more eſpecially with the 
public contentions or diviſions that are taking place 
therein, conſidering how much oppoſition and con- 
tradiction you have met, or may expect to meet, 
with therein, both from - ſaints and ſinners, yea, 


from miniſters ? 


Anſ. None but the ſearcher of hearts, and m; 
own heart, which knoweth its own bitterneſs, . - 


knoweth the weight that is on my ſpirit, while 


writing the above, and thinking on our broken 


and divided ſituation. 


* 


And were I not pitied of the Lord, and clear 
from his word, that it is my duty to ſpeak and 


write as above; I ſay, were I not pitied of the 
Lord, and clear as above, my ſpirit, which he 
hath made, would fail before him. 

Alſo, I defire grace to endure hardneſs, as a good 
ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. ii. 3. grace, ngt to 


think it ſtrange concerning this. fiery trial, where-- 22 


with the Lord is trying his ſervants and p cople, 


1 Pet. iv. 12. O for grace to count * it all I. 


when we fall into divers temptations,” James i. 2. 
- "i > W2 I ee 
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1 ſay, I defire grace to keep me from fainting i in 
the day of adverſity, by being ſtrong, or ſtrength. 
ened with the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. And 
however I may be deſpiſed by ſome, as in 
1 Chron, xv 29. Michal, the daughter of Saul, 


© looked out at a window, and ſaw king David q 


dancing and playing; and ſhe deſpiſed bim in 
her heart ;' or raſhly judged by others, as in 
1 Sam. xvii. 28. And Eliab was very angry with 


| © David, and ſaid, Why cameſt thou down hither ? 


* and with whom haſt thou leſt thoſe few ſheep in 
the wilderneſs ? I know thy pride, and the naugh- 
* tineſs of thine heart, for thou art come down that 


© thou mighteſt ſee. the battle,” I ſay, however I I 


may be deſpiſed, or raſhly judped, either by diſciples 
or miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, yet my witneſs and 


I record is above, that, through grace, I have done 
what I could, in my ſtation, for the pcace and wel- 


fare of Jeruſalem, which i deſire to prefer to my 
Chiefeſt joy, come what will. 


All 1 hall lay at preſent anent their raſh judging, 

| ſhall be, what Chriſt ſaid to the diſciples when 
Judging raſhly and harſhly of the woman who a- _ 

nointed bis feet, John xii, 7. Matth. xxvi. 10. 


Let her alone, Why trouble ye the woman ?! 
I ſay, Let alone, ang beware of judging another 
man's ſervant; but remember, that to my own 
maſter 1 ſand or fall; ; and he is ſuch a maſter, 


whole favour I would not. forfeit for the favour or 
_ Pleaſure of none, whether godly or graceleſs, great 


or ſmall. Oh that bur hearis were ſaying uoto the 


Lord, Truly [ am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant.” 


Mechiaks our hearts could ſay to Chriſt, as Abigail 
faid jo David, « Sam. xxv. 41. * Let me be a ſer- 
« vant, to waſh the feet of the ſervants of m 
0 Lord. 5 Oh that folk knew Chriſt! I ſay, if they 
knew 


4 


* * 
; 


45 


0 


© I. 


knew this gift of God, and who it is that is in their 
offer, they would certainly love and embrace him, 
notwithſtanding of all the faults ani failings that 
are to be found among his ſervants and diſciples ; 
of which faults and failings we may bluſh and be 


aſhamed, both before Chriſt and the world: and ſa 


much the more may we bluiſh, when the ſame is 
told in Gath, and publiſhed in the ſtreets of Aſ- 
kelon, making the daugh.ers of the uncircumciſel 
to rejoice and triumph. 

I remember, that when Chriſt asked his diſciples, 
What it was they were diſputing about by the way? 
It is ſaid, they held their peace, as being aſhamed 
to tell him; and no wonder, for by. the way they 


had contended who ſhould be greateſt, Mark ix. 


55 


33, 34. I wiſh there be not too much of this ſpirit. 


in our preſent contendings. | 

Olject. It is reported, that the Seceders in Perth 
and Edinburgh are reſolved to ſet their miniſters 
to the door, and not to receive them further into 
their houſe, which they have built for public wor- 
ſhip. : | LICE 11 85 
Anſ, Whatever may be ſaid this way, or what- 
ever juſt ground they have ſo to do, yet I am cer- 


tain, that hitherto they have done no ſuch thing“. . 


But if our miniſters, whom we love, and deſire 


to honour, do bring in any new docttine or diſ- 


cipline, any new or unprecedented conſtitution or 


acts, or new terms of communion, without (ſhow- 
ing us either precept or example from the word of 
God, or our Presbyterian principles or conſtitution, -. 
for the ſame ; then we are expreſly commande 


not to receive them into our houſe,” or bid them, 
God ſpeed,” leſt we * partake with them in their 
* fin, 2 John x. 11, And as we account and ad- 
„ | hers 
Vir. when the firſt edit. of this letter was printed, Szp2, 1, 1747. 


; 


* 
* 


( 14 ) 


| Here to it as our duty, to encourage and ſtrengthen 


our miniſters hands in the. faithful and diligent ex- 
erciſe of their miniſterial office; fo we likewiſe ac» 
count it our duty to withſtand them to the face, 


Gal. ii. 11. in the finful or diſorderly exerciſe of 


their ſaid office. Shall we, for peace ſake, call that 
which is, evil, good, or that which is wrong, right? 
Wo to them that do fo, Ila. v. 20, 

|» We have been guiliy of overvaluing our mi- 
niſters, and have eſteemed them more highly for 
their giſts, than for their maſter's ſake, or for their 
work's ſake; for which cauſe the Lord is now re- 
buking us, becauſe we gave not him the glory due 
unto his name. Alſo, the above undue eſtimation 
of them his been a mean, it may be feared, of 
puffing them up with pride or ſelf-will, of which 


ve now ſee the bitter fruits by their uſurping, Pre- 
-Iatic-like, a negative over the majority of their ſeſ- 
Bons. Are they not, in this 'refpeCt,-building a- 


gain what they profeſs to deſtroy, viz, abſolute or 
arbitrary church power, or a loidly or magiſterial 
dominion over us, or over our faith? 

I marvel to ſee miniſters or people fo ſoon ſhaken 
in mind, either by words, or new-faſhioned conſti- 


rutions, or acts or epiſtles. We uſe to ſay, A haſty 


made marriage is a ſudden milchief, which often 
proves true, to the experience of thoſe concerned. 
For my own part, I ain afraid to meddle with ſuch 
as are given to ſuch ſudden and unprecedented 
changes and acts. I do not love ſuch a moon-light 
flitting of ſynod; one would thought this was 


not the work of a day, let be a piece of mid- 


night or moon-light work. Neither da I think it 
decent or orderly, eſpeci illy for church judicatories, 
to have ſuch long or unſeaſonable ſederunts, where - 
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by they weary one another, in ſome meaſure, out 
of their time and judgment. : | bogs 

Object. It is alledged by ſome, That our preſent 
oppoſition to the new-faſhioned- conſtitution and 
acts of ſynod, proceeds from love to, or deſire after, 
the world, or the ſweet fruits of burgeſsſhip, as 
ſome call it. 5 3 

Anſ. Though ſome have the aſſurance or confi- 
dence to ſpeak and reproach us at this rate, yet I 
would ask them, or thoſe burgeſſes who have ſworn 
the ſaid oath, and now count it ſinful ; I ſay, 1 
would ask them, What do they more than others, 
who count the ſaid oath lawful ? Do they deny ſo 
much as a threed or ſhoe-latchet more than others? 
or do they part with or reſtore. any of the ſaid ſweet 
fruits which they have gained by their ſaid burgeſs- 
ſhip? or do they reſolve not to merchandiſe or. 
trade as formerly? If they did this, men might 


think they had ground to ſay, they were not ſo Y 


worldly as other men, or other burgeſſes. | 

Likewiſe, it is evident from the a& of ſynod a- 
nent the ſaid oath, that it would not take one ar- 
thing out of our pocket, to go all the length the. ſy- 
nod there requires: How then can it be ſaid, that 
our teſtifying againſt the ſaid- jew-conſtitution-and. - 
acts proceeds from love to, or deſire after, the 
world? I wiſh that thoſe, who ſpeak as above, 
would take more heed to their words, and mind, 
that they muſt give an account of all their hard 
or unjult ſpeeches. 


There are three things that make this act of ſy- 


nod, anent the religious clauſe of ſome burgeſs- -.. 


oaths, to take with the ſerious or ſimple, who are 


ready to believe every word. 


Firſt, It has a ſhew of zeal and ſirifineſs. 
Secondly, It has a ſhew of being denied to the 
; world, 


* 
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here to it as our duty, to encourage and ſtrengthen 
our miniſters bands in the. faithful and diligent ex- 
erciſe of their miniſterial office; fo we likewiſe ac» 
count it our duty to withſtand them to the face, 
Gal. ii. 11. in the finful or diſorderly exerciſe of 
their ſaid office. Shall we, for peace ſake, call that 
which is, evi), good, or that which is wrong, right? 
Wo to them that do fo, Ila. v. 20, 
|» We have been guiliy of overvaluing our mi- 
piſters, and have eſteemed them more highly for 
their giſts, than for their maſter's ſake, or for their 
work's fake; for which cauſe the Lord is now re- 
buking us, becauſe we gave not him the glory due 
unto his name. Alſo, the above undue eſtimation 
of them his been a mean, it may be feared, of 
puffing them up with pride or ſelf-will, of which 
we now ſee the bitter fruits by their uſurping, Pre- 
_Jatic-like, a negative over the majority of their ſeſ- 
Bons, Are they not, in this 'refpeCt,-building a- 
gain what they profeſs to deſtroy, viz, abſolute or 
arbitrary church power, or a loidly or magiſterial 
dominion over us, or over our faith? 

I marvel to ſee miniſters or people fo ſoon ſhaken 
in mind, either by words, or new-faſhioned conſti- 
rutions, or acts or epiſtles. We uſe to ſay, A haſty 
made marriage is a ſudden milchief, which often 
Proves true, to the experience of thoſe concerned, 
For my own part, I ain afraid to meddle with ſuch 
as are given to ſuch ſudden and unprecedented 
changes and acts. I do not love ſuch a moon-light 
Hitting of ſynod; one would thought this was 


not the work of a day, let be a piece of mid- 


night or moon-light work. Neither da I think it 
decent or orderly, efpeci:lly for church judicatories, 
to have ſuch long or unſeaſonable ſederunis, where» 
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by they weary one another, in ſome meaſure, out 


of their time and judgment. 5 

Object. It is alledged by ſome, That our preſent 
oppoſition to the new-faſhioned- conſtitution and 
acts of ſynod, proceeds from love to, or deſire after, 
the world, or the ſweet fruits of burgeſsſhip, as 
ſome call it. Ce N 

Anſ. Though ſome have the aſſurance or confi- 
dence to ſpeak and reproach us at this rate, yet I 
would ask them, or thoſe burgeſſes who have ſworn 
the ſaid oath, and now count it ſinful ; I ſay, 1 
would ask them, What do they more than others, 
who count the ſaid oath lawful ? Do they deny fo 
much as a threed or ſhoe-latchet more than others? 
or do they part with or reſtore. any of the ſaid ſweet 
fruits which they have gained by their ſaid burgeſs- 
ſhip? or do they reſolve not to merchandiſe or. 
trade as formerly ? If they did this, men might 


think they had ground to ſay, they were not ſo 


worldly as other men, or other burgeſſes. | 

Likewiſe, it is evident from the a& of ſynod a- 
nent the ſaid oath, that it would not take one far- 
thing out of our pocket, to go all the length the.ſy- 
nod there requires: How then can it be ſaid, that 
our teſtifying againſt the ſaid new conſtitution-and - 
acts proceeds from love to, or deſire after, the 
world? I wiſh that thoſe, who ſpeak as above, 


would take more heed to their words, and mind. 


that they muſt give an account of all their hard 
or unjuſt ſpeeches. 


There are three things that make this act of ſy- 


nod, anent the religious clauſe of ſome burgeſs- -.. 


oaths, to take with the ſerious or ſimple, who are 
ready to believe every word. © 


Firſt, It has a ſhew of zeal and ſiriftneſs. 
Secondly, It has a ſhew of being denied to the 
| : world, 
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world, or worldly privileges, though, as we ſaid, 
it does not call burgeſſes, who are already concern- 
ed in the ſaid oath, to forego one farthing, either 
of the world, or worldly privileges, whatever coft 
or trouble new burgeſſes may be at, by their de- 
clining to ſwear the ſaid oath z and, in my view, it 
is unfair to lay this burden on their ſhoulders, while 
burgeſſes, who count the ſaid oath ſinful, touch not 
© the ſaid burden), that their younyer brethren may 


be oppreſſed with, with one of their fingers,” 


Thirdly, This act is carried on by zealous mini- 
ſters, whom we have ground to believe would not 
defice to do a wrong thing, or forbid us to do a law- 


ful thing ; yet miniſters, and diſtipies of Jeſus. 


Chriſt, may be very far miſtaken in the exerciſe of 
their zeal, as might eaſily be ſhown, and may be 
ſeen, Luke ix, 49, 50, 54, 55. above, and other 
notour inſtances which might be named. 

Sure your time and zeal is or may be better ſperit 
in pitying and praying for theſe lands, wherein 
there are ſo many thouſands that know not their 
Tight hand from their left with reſpe& to any reli- 


gion at all, than to ſpend ſo much of your time and 


zeal in condemning, or pretending to excommuni- 


cate thoſe, who profeſs and allow with their whole 


heart the true religion preſcatly profeſſed with- 
in this realm: I ſay, your time and zeal may be 
better ſpent in pitying and praying for theſe; and, 
in particular, for our armies both by ſea arid land : 
for if the cloth be like the ſample we have of them, 
what an awful and heaven daring ſpectacle are they, 
who daily and openly are blaſpheming that worthy 
name by the which we are called ; ſetting their 


mouth againſt the heavens, and are often and open- 
uy calling upon Gold to damn them, or the devil to 


take them? Sure, if they obtain not repentance, 
5 | | their 
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thiir damnation. will be juſt, Theſe declare their 


fin as Sodom; they hide it not. What a Wonder 
is it that the Lord does not make the earth open 
and ſwallow both them and us up! and hat a bad 
example do they get in the above reſpeſ from ma- 


ny of their officers and commanders, ho ſhould: 


reſtrain and puniſh them for their blaſphemy and 
ſwearing! They neglect not to puniſh them for 
theft; but he that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, ſaid 
alſo, Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lard thy 
God in vain. And however the above and other 
ſins may eſcape puniſhment from them, or from 
magiſtrates, who in this reſpect bear the ſword in 
vain, and count it no diſturbance to human ſociety, 
not minding that God is thereby greatly diſhonoured 
and provoked : I ſay, however they may eſcape pu- 
* niſhment from men, yet the Lord our God will 
© not ſuffer them to eſcape his righteous judgment.” 
| I do not ſay, that magiſtrates and officers can 
renew their hearts, or tame their tongues; but I am 


ſure it is in their power to bridle their tongues, and 


to reform their lives and outward converſations, 
and to give them a better example and pattern. 


This plainly is their duty, to be a. terror to evil 


doers, and a praiſe to them that do well; and if 


they neglect this in their ſtation, the ſin lyeth at 
their door, 


Let us ſee the Lord's mind with reſpect to be 


man that blaſphemed in the camp of Iſrael, Lev. 


XXIV. 11. and with reſpect to whoremongers and 


adulterers, theſe God will judge. And yet we will 


find adultererers and fornicators pleading from 


ſeripture· example, that it is lawful for them to have 
many wives or women. They inſtance David and 
Solomon, &c. eſpecially conſidering, that David's 


having many wives is not mentioned among bis 


© other + 


\ 
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other ſins, but only his turning aſ de to'Bathſhebk 
in the matter of Uriah the Hittite, 

In anſwer to this, it ought to be remembered, 
© that from the beginning it was not ſo, Gen. ii. 
18, 24. where the help meet for man is men- 
tioned in the ſingular number; and that, under 
the old Teſtament, ſome things were winked at, 
which ate now more expreſly forbidden and 
diſcharged under the new. Likewiſe, the apo- 
{tle ſays, to avoid fornication, let every man 


© have his own wife, (not wives) and every wife 


© her own husband,' and not more husbands than 
one at one and the ſame time. See alſo, tor warn - 
ing, Solomon's teſtimonial of women : he declares, 
that a man among a thouſand he found, but n 
good woman among all thoſe he had not found. And 
yet the ſcripture- motives and encouragement for 
women to be good is the greateſt of any that I diſ- 
cern in ſcripture ; for the good converfation of a 
woman adorned with the ornament of a meek and 


quiet ſpirit is ſuppoſed to be inſtrumental in vin- 


ning thoſe who are not won by the word; fo that, 
in bis reſpect, women, who are not allowed to 
ſpeak or teach in the church, nor to uſurp authori- 
ty over the man, may yet be inſtrumental in in- 


ning ſo ls to Chriſt, while they behold their chaſte 


converſation, coupled with fear g. 

But, to return, let us ſee what came upon El''s 
family, becauſe his ſons made themſelves vile, and 
he reſtrained them not, or frowned not upon them, 
as it is in the margin, 1 Sam. ili. 11,12, 13,t4. Let 


us hear what Iſaiah ſays, chap. iii. 8. Jeruſalem is, 


© 1xvined, and Judah is fallen, becauſe? their tongue 
© and their doings are againſt the Lord, to provoke 
© the eyes of his glory.“ And if we believe not 
theſe writings, I mean the ſcriptures, neither will 
E we 
4 1 Pet, in. 1.—4,. 


. 


ve believe though one ſhould riſe from the dead 
the God of this world hath fo blinded the minds of 
them that believe not. : 
And with reſpect to that open breach of ſabbath 
that takes place,by ſpeaking our own words, or find- 
ing our own pleaſures on the Lord's day, the ſame is 
increaſed and encouraged, by allowing or permitting 
the poſt-maſters in public cities to give out private 
letters to merchants and others anent ordinary buſi- 
| neſs on the ſabbath day. Is this remembering the 
ſabbath day to keep it holy? Or is it the way to get : 
our king's throne, or our magiſtrates power and 
authority, eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs? I with and 
pray, that the Lord may not be provoked ta make 
one poſt run to meet another, with news or tidings 
that will make all our ears tingle. While many 
have ſuch, itching ears, and ſpend ſo much of their 
time on the ſabbath day, in hearing or telling ſome 
new things. Many who are of this diſpoſition, --; 
turn away their ears from hearing the truth, and 
give more head to fables, 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. My call 
and warrant for notici:zg the above is Eph. v. 11, 
And have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful woxkxã2eũ 
of darkneſs ; but rather reprove them,” 1 Tim. v. A 
22.— Neither be partaker in other mens fins ; : 
keep thyſelf pure. Righteouſneſs exalreth a na- 
tion, but fin is a reproach to any people: take 
away the wicked from before the king, and his — 
throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs: it is 
an abomination to kings to commit wickedneſs, I 
for the throne is eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs,” 
Prov. xiv. 34. and xxv. 5. and xvi. 12. And 
though puniſhment againſt evil works is not 
preſently or ſpeedily execute, yet we ſhould beware 
of provoking the Lord to jealouſy ; are we ſtronger 
than he ? 1 Cor. x. 22. May we hope to ſee the day 
C2 | when 


* 


* «a 4 


- - — 
_T% * - 1 5 Wa 1 * * 1% 
A A * * 4 Dn * 0 


| 1 ) 


when iniquity as aſhamed ſhall ſtop its mouth, 
when the language of Aſhdod ſhall not be heard 
nor winked at in our land; the time has been, 
may we yet hope it ſhall be, that holineſs ſhall be 
written as it were upon the bells of the horſes; 
Let us be encouraged to pray, that the Lord may 
make our rulers peace, and our exactors righteouſ- 


neſs; and that he would go forth with our armies, 


both at home and abroad; and keep them and us 
from every evil thing. | | | 
Upon the other hand, ſome, who profeſs to be 
teachers in or about Perth, are erying down our 
foreſaid ſtandards, to wit, our confeſſion of faith and 
catechiſms, as if they were not a form of ſound 
words which we ought to hold faſt, although they 
have had their praiſe in the churches of Chrift for 
ſeveral ages. Sure, if we believe not theſe writings 
to be ſound, we have far leſs ground (in my view) 
to believe their words. Alſo they are reproaching 
our moſt able and eminent miniſters, ſuch as the 


Rev. Mr Boſton, and others like bim; as if they, 


by their doctrine or writings (which; though they 
be dead, are yet ſpeaking), were leading us to hell 
by a devout path. Such is the doctrine, ſuch is ths 
fpirit of Palemon (or ſome Glaſſites), page 436. of 


his or their book; who, though they be confident 


that they are capable to teach others, yet they them- 


) 


ſelves need to be taught right principles, and the x— 


knowledge of the truth. I am perfuaded' that none 
will believe the above doctrine, or be of the above 
{pirir,, but thoſe who are given up to ſuch ſtrong 
Ccluſion as to believe a lie, We have much need 
to pray, that we may be delivered from erroneous 
or unreaſonable men: for as Janes and Jambres with- 


flood Moſes, fo do many reſiſt the truth; yea, ſome 
gare ever learning, and never able to come to the know- 
edge of the truth, 2 Tim. vii. 8. 


But 
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chiefeſt joy. 


6 


But to return, as for thoſe who are Gallios in matters 
of God and religion, and care for none of theſe things 
but have their chief delight in carnal mirth and plea» 
ſures ; whochant at the ſound of the viol, and invent to 
themſelves inſtruments of muſic; whodrink wine in 


bowls, holding the bottle to their ownwar their 


neighbour's head; who tarry long at the wine or 
ale, even till the wine or ale, which are mockers, 
enflame them; their caſe is more to be pitied than 
envied ; eſpecially conſidering that drunkards and 
lukewarm perſons, c. are excluded from the king- 


dom of heaven; yea, they are dead while they are 


living. 5 
Ohjectian. But though we ſpend much of our time 


in, the vintner's, or in the tavern and ale-houſe, yet 
we can drink, and not be drunk or overtaken there- . 


with ; and we have as much or more delight in the 
company than in the drink; yea, we may be as 
well employed in the ale-houſe as elſewhere. 


Anſwer. As it is ill to be called a thief and ay 


found pickling, ſo it is ill to be called a drunkard 
and ay found tippling. | 


Secondly, Thoſe who redeem their precious time 
are very averſe from ſpending much of it in the 


tavern or ale-honſe ; they likewiſe know, that the re- 
ligion (or converſation about it) that eomes off the 


gantreſs or out of the bottle-cellar is much to be 
v ſuſpected. I intreat you to mind Chriſt's. words 

to his diſciples, © Beware, leſt at any time your heatts-. 

be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, o 


vith the cares of this life, and that day come upon 
* you uvawares :* I ſay, beware of the above, which 


has a direct tendency to eat out the life of perſo- 


nal and family religion, and ſtudy to experience bet: 


ter and more refined pleaſures, by being in caſe to 


ſay, © We will go to the altar of God, to God our 
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Upon the whole, let not a gracelcfs or lukewarm 
generation rejoice or bleſs themſelves in our preſent 
diviſions, accounting themſelves happy while care. 
leſs, or at eaſe in Zion; their ſtate is more danger 
ous than they are aware. For if judgment begin 

* at the houſe of God, what ſhall the end be of 
* them that obey not the goſpel? And if theſe 
© things be done in the green tree, what ſhall be 
© done in the dry? 
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This, with my love and due reſpects to you, is 

ö from your aſſured friend, whether you think it 

or not, | 
/ 
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